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Program  pefsonaMiw  at  the  stale  Acteens  Convention  at  Rtbi  Retocca  WiKams.  wife  of  Pastor  Brily  WilKams  of -Firal  Church. 

Jan  Coesitt,  Acteans  consultant  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Woman’s  Missionary  Church,  Tupelo  discuss  activities  of  the  day.  Left  to  right  are  Jan  Gautier;  Cindy  Pslphrey.  Adeens  leader  al  First  ChUrch,  Colum- 

Union,  discusses  the  schedule  with  an  overflow  crowd  of  Acteens  at  First  Church,  Cbssitt.  stale  Acieens  consultant  who  direded  the  oorwedion  pro-  bus;  and  Marilyn  Graves,  missionary  to  Chile.  •  * 

Tupelo.  Estimations  were  that  about  1500  girls  attended  the  convention.  gram;  Dottie  Williamson  of  Richmond.  Va..  a  home  missionary,  V 


Commissioning  the  1988  Acteen  Activators  was  a  highlight  of 
the  Acteen  convention.  Marjean  Patterson.  WMU  executive 
diredor-treesurer.  presides  (ver  the  commissioning  service  There- 
were  13  teams  commissioned  Adivalors  are  older  Adeens  who 
g  volunteer  arxl  pay  their  own  ways  to  serve  one  or  two  weeks  m 
home  missions  areas  They  go  through  50  hours  of  training  m 
preparation  for  their  service 
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Editorials 


by  Don  McGregor 


House  passes  adverfising  repeal 


The  annual  bill  that  would  allow  “come  out  from  u/ider”  the  legal  ban  Thomas,  Underwood,  Van  Slyke,  A. 
advertising  alcohol  in  the  state  has  on  liquor.  .  Walker,  Walman,  Watson,  Wilkerson, 

made  a  step  toward  passage.  It  has  That  is  sort  of  local  option  in  Williams  and  Woods, 
been  adopted  by  the  House  of  reverse,  for  in  most  states  if  liquor  is  Those  who  voted  against  lifting  the 
Representatives.  It  still  must  pass  the  illegal  it  is  illegal.  In  those  states  ban  were  Anderson,  Bounds,  Bowles, 
Senate  and  receive  the  governor’s  where  it  is  legal,  a  political  entity  can  Britt,  E.  C.  Clark,  R.  G.  Clark,  (^le, 
signature.  vote  to  make  it  illegal.  That  is  local  op-  Comans,  Dabbs,  Denny,  Ditto, 

There  was  a  move  to  reconsider  it  tion.  It  is  the  other  way  around  in  Ellington,  Foster,  Furniss,  Grist, 
in  the  House.  It  was  tabled.  Mississippi.  Halbrook,  Hanson,  Holston,  Lee,  Liv- 

Even  though  the  future  of  the  bill  is  So  if  the  ban  on  liquor  advertising  ingston.  Maples,  McCoy,  McCrory, 
uncertain,  steps  need  to  be  made  to  were  to  be  lifted,  the  state’s  McElwain,  McMillan,  Moody,  Morris, 
obtain  its  defeat.  newspapers  and  broadcast  media  Moss,  Nettles,  Pennebaker,  Reeves, 

'  Those  legislators  who  would  seek  to  would  be  faced  with  calls  to  advertise  Reynolds,  D.  Robinson,  Rogers,  Scar¬ 
borough,  E.  H.  Scott,  C.  Simmons,  M. 
Simmons,  Singletary,  Staples,  Stribl- 
ing.  Stringer,  Taylor,  Townsend, 
Tyrone,  Vince,  Wadkins,  Waldrup,  B. 


Senators  need  to  be  contacted  im  ^  ^  ^ . 

mediately  with  the  request  to  oppose  Walker,  Warren,  Weissinger 
this  bill  that  would  lift  the  ban  Wheeler. 

alcohol  advertising.  Present  but  not  voting  were  Hebert, 

The  vote  in  the  House  was  64  to  52.  Netherland,  Henry,  Vecchio,  and 

Those  who  voted  for  lifting  the  Young.  •  ■  i 

advertising  ban  were  Alford,  Not  present  or  not  voting  was  Ellis. 

Blackmon,  Brown,  Bryan,  Buckley,  S.  Gale  Denley  of  Bruce,  publisher  The  paper  claims  that  it  is  silly  to  assigned  to  the  Transportation  Com- 

Buelow,  Burdine,  Calhoun,  Capps,  of  the  Calhoun  County  Journal,  join-  have  a  ban  on  advertising  whiskey  mittee.  'That  is  the  bill,  establishing 

Clarke,  Compretta,  Diaz,  EUerby,  Ely,  ed  in  a  lawsuit  in  1978  claiming  that  and  wine  and  not  on  beer.  Perhaps  anti-litter  conditions.  The  chairman  of 

Endris,  Endt,  Flagg,  Ford,  the  ban  on  advertising  liquor  is  un-  that  is  true  and  we  should  also  have  the  House  Transportation  Committee 

Fortenberry,  Frazier,  Fredericks,  constitutional.  He  made  his  decision  a  ban  on  advertising  beer.  In  any  is  Rep.  John  D.  Pennebaker  of  New 

George,  D.  L.  Green,  J.  D.  Green,  to  do  so  on  the  basis  of  freedom  of  event,  two  wrongs  do  not  make  a  Albany.  Members  are  McCoy  (vice- 

Grisham,  Guice,  Haxton,  Henderson,  speech.  He  said  later,  “If  it’s  bad  to  right.  chairman),  Bowles,  Britt,  Burdine, 

Hines,  Holland,  Horne,  Jackson,  advertise  liquor,  maybe  it’s  bad  to  sell  Ellis,  Endris,  Flagg,  Fumiss,  George, 

Jones,  King,  Lancaster,  Malone,  liquor.”  He’s  right  on  both  counts.  .  l  ‘ll  •  (33rd),  Hanson,  Henderson, 

Mclngvale,  Merideth,  Mills,  Moak,  The  Jackson  aarion-Ledger  has  Alltl-lltter  Dill  Lee.  Malone,  Maples,  McMillan, 

Nipper,  Parker,  Peranich,  Perry,  joined  in  the  effort  to  have  the  adver-  Reeves,  Robinson  (63rd),  Scar- 

Poindexter,  W.  Robinson,  Ross,  Ryan,  tising  ban  removed,  again  because  of  Another  bill  of  interest  is  SB  2606,  borough,  Schoby,  Scott  (17th),  Shep- 
Savage,  Schoby,  M.  L.  Scott,  Shep-  the  advertising  dollars  that  would  which  has  passed  the  Senate  and  gone  phard,  Simpson,  Taylor,  Vince, 

Dhard.  Short.  Simoson.  Stevens,  come  their  way  if  it  were  removed,  to  the  House,  where  it  has  been  Wadkins,  Woods,  and  Young. 


Guest  opinion  . 


Barabbas:  “the  man  who  died  in  my  place” 


Text  :  Matthew  27:11-126 

Topic:  The  Man  Who  Died  in  My 

Place 

Purpose;  Tb  Cause  people  to  realize 
that  Jesus  died  in  their 
place. 

Supporting  Scripture:  Isaiah  53:4-5 
Surely  He  hath  borne  our  griefs, 
and  carried  our  sorrows:  yet  we 
did  esteem  him  stricken,  smitten 
of  (^  and  afflicted. 

But  he  was  wounded  for  our 
transgressions.  He  was  bruised  for 
our  iniquities:  The  chastisement 
for  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and 
with  his  stripes  we  are  healed. 

By  Alvis  K.  Cooper 
Barabbas  pulled  his  shoulders  tight¬ 
ly  together  as  if  the  move  would  bring 
warmth  to  his  body.  He  had  not  slept 
well  that  night.  Noises  within  the  ci¬ 
ty  during  the  early  hours  kept  waking 
him  as  though  in  a  dream.  The  place 
where  he  was  lying  had  the  smell  of 
human  waste,  but  there  was  no  better 
place  in  the  dungeon  cell.  Some 
prisoners  did  not  even  have  a  corner. 
Instead  some  were  lying  helpless  in 
the  center  of  the  room.  One  man  had 
died  the  night  before.  No  one  knew 


that  a  targe  rat  had  eaten  the  lobe  off 
his  ear.  The  man  had  been  beaten  and 
thrown  into  the  room.  He  had  been  too 
weak  to  keep  the  rats  knocked  away. 
He  bled  to  death. 

The  chill  of  the  morning  had  soak¬ 
ed  Barabbas  through  to  the  bone.  He 
was  very  cold.  In  the  distance  he  could 
tell  it  was  nearing  dawn  by  the  crow¬ 
ing  of  the  roosters.  Darkness  hung 
over  the  cell  even  during  daylight 
hours.  On  cloudy  days  one  could  bare¬ 
ly  tell  night  from  ^y.  The  roosters 
were  his  only  clock. 

The  noise  in  the  city  had  become 
louder  and  now  even  louder.  The 
governor’s  palace  was  not  far  from 
the  prison.  He  could  hear  what  seem¬ 
ed  to  be  “crucify  him,  crucify  him.” 
The  cry  caused  him  to  sink  closer  to 
the  floor.  Rumors  were  that  this  would 
be  the  night  he  would  be  put  to  death. 
The  very  idea  of  dying  on  a  Roman 
cross  made  the  death  by  the  rats  seem 
merciful. 

He  sat  up  as  the  keeper  of  the  prison 
opened  the  outer  door.  He  could  hear 
the  chains  as  they  fell  to  the  floor  and 
the  scream  of  the  hinges  on  which  the 
door  rested  as  it  swimg  open.  The 


sound  horrified  all  of  the  prisoners. 
Soon  the  inner  door  was  opened  and 
several  guards  came  in  and  took  two 
of  his  friends.  A  guard  who  had  lost 
most  of  his  tgeth  smiled  as  a  light 
flashed  across  his  face.  He  looked 
right  at  Barabbas  and  laughed  as  if 
to  say,  “You  will  be  next.” 

Barabbas  thought  back  over  recent 
days,  even  back  to  his  childhood.  His 
father  had  been  a  strict  religious  man 
and  his  mother  had  died  when  he  was 
12.  He  had  rebelled  against  his  father. 
He  hated  the  religious  leaders.  He 
hated  the  Romans.  In  fact,  he  thought. 

I  hate  everything,  everything  but 
myself.  I  will  take  care  of  me.  liking 
care  of  himself  had  gotten  him  into 
trouble  early  in  his  life.  He  had  done 
everything,  disregarding  all  authori¬ 
ty  religious  or  civil.  They  were  all 
cheats.  He  had  murdered  for  profit; 
but  that’s  no  worse  than  the  priest 
sleeping  with  whores  and  the  Romans 
robbing  everyone  without  mercy.  He 
wasn’t  sorry  for  what  he  had  done  He 
was  better  than  thq  ^whole  bunch. 

His  thoughts  were  startled  to  reali¬ 
ty  as  he  thought  he  heard  his  name  be¬ 


ing  called  out  by  a  crowd.  They  must 
really  want  my  hide  he  thought.  His 
name  could  be  heard  called  out 
amidst  the  cry  of  “Crucify  him,  cru¬ 
cify  him.” 

The  outer  door  opened  again.  He 
could  hear  the  clanking  of  metal 
against  metal  as  the  guards  ap¬ 
proached  the  inner  cell.  He  could  hear 
the  sound  as  the  guard  inserted  the 
large  metal  key  into  the  door.  For 
awhile  it  seemed  stuck.  But  the  door 
swung  open,  and  there  stood  the 
toothless  guard  grinning  down  at  him. 
The  light  blinded  him  momentarily, 
and  he  put  his  arm  over  his  eyes  to 
shield  out  the  light.  The  guard  called 
out  his  name,  “Barabbas,  come  with 
me!”  Slowly  he  lifted  himself  to  his 
feet.  He  felt  weak.  He  had  eaten  very 
little. 

The  guards  led  him  to  the  outer  gate 
and  walked  with  him  to  the  entrance 
to  the  streets.  'They  stood  smiling.  He 
did  not  understand.  The  smaller 
guard  spoke  to  him  jokingly,  “You  are 
free  to  go”  Barabbas  did  not  move 
The'guards  laughed  fervantly,  “Sure 
enough,”  said  the  toothless  guard 
“You  are  free  to  go.  .The  pi^t  and 


people  you  hate  so  much  decided  they 
would  free  you  today.  Instead  they  are 
going  to  put  to  death  the  lunatic  call¬ 
ed  Jesus.  You  know  the  one.  He’s 
always  reported  to  be  healing  people, 
the  one  who  supposedly  raised  that 
man  Lazarus  from  the  dead.  You 
know  that  fanatic  who  claims  to  be 
God!  But,  really,  you  are  free.” 

Barabbas  could  hardly  believe  his 
ears.  He  could  not  believe  he  was  free 
after  doing  all  the  things  he  had  done. 
He  was  guilty  of  all  charges.  He  could 
not  believe  the  priests  and  rulers 
would  do  such  a  thing.  He  had  heard 
of  this  radical,  Jesus,  but  everything 
he  had  heard  about  the  man  w:^  good. 
Barabbas  rubbed  his  beard  that  was 
matted  with  filth.  He  could  smell  the 
odor  of  the  prison  floor  still  on  him. 
What  he  ne<^ed  was  a  bath. 

The  thought  of  bathing  passed  from 
his  mind  as  a  crowd  came  up  the 
street.  A  man  carrying  a  cross  was 
struggling  to  walk  between  the 
Roman  soldiers.  As  the  man  drew 
near  he  could  see  how  he  had  been 
scourged.  They  had  really  gone  all  out 
on  this  fellow!  Across  his  back  were 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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Gregory  to  nominate 
Smith  to  lead  pastors 


AUSTIN,  T\exas  (BP)  —  Ralph  during  the  1988  Pastors’  Conference.  f 

Smith,  pastor  of  Hyde  Park  (Thurch,  He  preaches  immediately  prior  to  the 
here  for  the  past  27  years,  has  become  election  of  officers. 

the  second  Tbxas  pastor  to  agree  to  be  According  to  Stan  Cloffey,  pastor  of  Thursday,  March  17,  1988 

nominated  for  president  of  the  SBC  San  Jacinto  CJhurch,  Amarillo,  and 
Pastors’  Coherence  this  June  in  San  this  year’s  Pastors’  Conference  presi- 
Antonia  <‘  dent,  Elliff  was  the  choice  of  conser- 

Smith  told  the  Florida  Baptist  vative  leaders  who  met  privately  in 
Witness  he  agreed  last  November  to  Atlanta  in  mid-February.  The  group 
a  request  that  fellow  Texan  Joel  also  tapped  Jacksonville  pastor  Jm^ 

Gregwy  be  allowed  to  nominate  him.  Vines  as  their  preference  for  SBC 
Gregory,  pastor  of  Travis  Avenue  president. 

Church,  Fort  Worth,  said  the  recent  Gregory  said  his  invitation  to 
announcement  Paul  Powell,  pastor  of  nominate  Ralph  Smith  “is  totally  my 
Green  Acres  CJhurch,  Tyler,  Texas,  will  undertaking.  I  talked  to  absolutely  no 
be  nominated  for  the  post  made  it  “ap-  one  before  deciding  to  nominate 
propriate”  to  announce  his  own  inten-  Ralph.  I  certainly  do  not  represent 
tions  ahead  of  time.  “I  had  intended  any  group,  faction  or  cause  and  will 
just  to  get  up  and  do  it,’’  he  added,  not  be  involved  in  any  campaign,  as 
A  third  likely  nominee,  Tbm  Elliff,  Ralph  will  not." 

/  pastor  of  First  Southern  Church,  Del  Smith  described  himself  as  a  "con- 
City,  Okla.,  told  the  Witness  he  has  not  servative”  who  believes  in  the  “full  in- 
yet  decided  whether  he  will  allow  his  spiration”  of  the  Bible, 
nomination.  He  said  the  support  Elliff  has 

Elliff,  the  brother-in-law  of  former  received  from  some  conservative 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Presi-  leaders  would  not  change  his  mind 
dent  Bailey  Smith  and  Smith’s  sue-  about  being  nominated.  “I  would  be 
cessor  in  the  Del  City  pastorate,  is  the  very  pleased  to  have  the  conservative 
only  one  of  the  three  possible  support  because  that’s  what  I  am,"  he 
nominees  who  is  scheduled  to  speak (Continued  on  page .7) 
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Bv  Al  Shackleford 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  ecutive  committee,  which  was  the  The  new  president  said  his  first  task 
Lewis  A.  Drummond  of  Louisville,  search  committee.  would  be  to  fill  faculty  and  staff 

Ky.,  was  elected  March  14  as  presi-  After  a  one-hour  dialogue  with  the  vacancies.  Morris  Ashcraft  has 
dent  of  Southeast-  trustees  March  14,  Drummond  was  resigned  as  dean  but  will  continue  to 
^^^^^^^^Hern  Seminary  by  elected  by  a  20-6  vote  with  one  absten-  teach. 

^Bthe  board  of  tion.  The  dialogue  was  held  in  an  open  Three  presidential  assistants  also 
trustees.  Drum-  session,  after  trustees  defeated  a  mo-  have  resigned  *  Jerry  Niswonger  stu- 
^  mond,  61,  will  tion  to  go  into  executive  session.  dent  development;  W  Robert  Spinks. 

J  become  the  semi-  Drummond  told  the  trustees  he  financial  development;  and  Rodney  V 

^  nary’s  fourth  presi-  hopes  all  facets  of  the  seminary  “can  Byard,  communications 

^  dent  April  1.  come  together  in  unanimity  and  get  „  ..u  j  .  r 

succeed  on  with  the  task  of  equipping  ,  ,  *  trustees  Drummond 

JHw  Randall  Lolley,  ministers  of  the  gospel.’’  Admitting  “  truste^  Uruminond 

j  .  „  j  ■  .u  .u.  .u  1  Z  said  these  people  will  have  to  have 

Drummond  who  resigned  in  the  path  to  that  goal  may  be  rough  and  academic  o^lifications  and  would 

November  1987  after  the  conservative  rocky,"  he  added :  “1  would  trust  God  vi  hfil  ^.i 

.  have  to  adhere  to  biblical  beliefs  that 

majority  of  ti^tees  voted  inOctoter  to  use  me  here  to  bring  about  have  been  approved  by  the  trustees 
to  change  the  schools  faculty-  reconciliation.  / 

selection  process  to  ensure  that  only  \“1  would  hope  to  build  confidence  Drummond  is  a  native  of  Dixon.  111. 
people  who  avow  biblical  inerrancy  with  the  faculty.  We  are  not  in  heaven,  joined  Southern  Seminary  as  Bil- 
would  be  named  to  the  faculty.  Lolley  but  we  are  not  in  hell  either."  ly  Graham  Professor  in  1973  and  was 

has  been  Southeastern  president  for  Drummond  told  the  trustees  he  sup-  appointed  director  of  the  Billy 
14  years.  ports  academic  freedom  with Center  in  1981.  He  taught  at 

p.  A  -  A  ■  ■  t  A  academic  responsibility :  “1  am  real-  Spurgeons  Theological  College  in 

.  administrative  dirw-  committed  to  both.  This  is  where  from  1968  to  1973,  holding  the 

tor  of  tl»  Billy  Graham  Center  for  institution  has  always  been."  chair  of  evangelism  and  practical 
Evangelism  and  pr^essor  of  Concerning  his  biblical  beliefs,  theology,  the  first  full  professorship  ol 
LoSdlle  ^  Southern  Seminary  in  prun^n^ond  responded.  "I  believe  in  evangelism  in  Europe. 

''  the  inerrancy  of  the  Scriptures  He  is  a  graduate  of  Samford  Univer- 


Everetts  give  trust  funds 
to  Clarke,  Blue  Mountain 


WMU  convention:  ‘‘The  best  part ...  to  me” 

By  Anne  W.  .McWilliams  and  Tim  Nicholas 


Women  in  attendance  at  the  109th 
annual  meeting  of  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  of  Mississippi  March 
14-15  at  Colonial  Heights  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson,  marked  the  centen¬ 
nial  celebration  of  WMU,  SBC,  with  a 
birthday  cake,  heard  missionary 
speakers,  re-elected  officers,  and 
voted  yes  to  a  bylaws  change  which  in¬ 


volved  the  restructuring  of  15  WMU 
districts  into  nine  areas. 

In  the  Monday  afternoon  session. 
Marjean  McCullough,  pr^i^nt  of 
WMU,  SBC,  and  a  featureefs^ker, 
held  up  a  mola,  needlework  of  San 
Bias  Indian  women,  and  compared 
the  intricately  stitch^,  layered  cloth 
to  Woman’s  Missionary  Union.  As  one 


layer  of  material  or  one  stitch  seem¬ 
ed  small  and  insignificant,  she  ex¬ 
plained.  each  had  made  a  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  design  which  was  not 
r^ognizable  until  the  work  was 
finished.  And  in  the  same  way,  she 
pointed  out,  each  one  who  has  been  a 
part  of  Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
through  its  history  has  made  a  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  design  being  formed 
At  each  of  four  sessions,  Edwina 
Robinson,  retired  executive  secretary- 
treasurer,  Mississippi  WMU,  ii^r- 
preted  the  convention  theme,  “The 
Best  Part ...  to  me  ...  ?’  In  these, 
she  spoke  on  “The  best  part  is  that  we 
got  organized";  "The  best  part  is  mis¬ 
sionary  education  of  our  young  peo¬ 
ple”;  “The  best  part  is  relationship  to 
and  support  of  our  missionaries  and 
their  children";  and  "The  best  part  is 
yet  to  be."  In  speaking  of  support  of 
missionaries  through  prayer  and 
gifts,  she  said.  “God  never  gave  a 
command  without  the  means  to 
fulfill."  She  also  said,  “We  have  to 
know,  before  we  can  intelligently  sup¬ 
port  ....’’  Her  closing  words  were 


spoken  with  hope  and  optimism; 
“Lead  on.  O  King  Eternal,  the  best  is 
yet  to  be!” 

Mrs.  James  Fancher,  Monticello, 
was  re-elected  state  W'MU  president. 
Other  officers  re-elected  include  Sue 
Tbtum,  Yazoo  City,  vice  president; 
Mrs.  Robert  Calvert,  Ashland,  record¬ 
ing  secretary;  and  Mrs.  James  Burns, 
Tlipelo,  associate  recording  secretary 
Officers  elected  for  the  nine  new  areas 
(the  Executive  Board)  will  be  listed 
in  next  week’s  Record. 

Panel  discussion  groups  represented 
retired  missionaries  (Raymond  Kolb. 
Brazil,  Zelma  Foster, Surinam,  Win¬ 
field  Applewhite.  Indonesia.  Martha 
Ellen  Marler,  Greece,  and  (Georgia 
Mae  Ogburn,  CTiile);  missionary  kids 
(diris  Harbin,  Brazil.  Philip  Thur¬ 
man,  Bangladesh,  Paul  Trott,  Brazil) ; 
parents  of  missionaries  (William  Fer¬ 
rell,  Loi^  Henderson,  Irene  Lipscomb, 
Dixie  Smith.  Robert  Sugg);  and  cur¬ 
rent  missionaries  (Emogene  Harris. 
Nigeria;  June  McDaniel,  Korea,  An¬ 
nette  Racey,  Chile;.  The  missionary 
'Continued  on  page  8) 


Miss  Edwina  Robinson  led  in  ttieme 
interpretation 


Officers  were  re-elected  They  are  Mrs  James  (Ewilda)  Fancher,  president:  Miss 
Sue  Tatum,  vice  president:  Mrs.  Robert  Calvert,  secretary,  and  Miss  Marjean  Pat¬ 
terson.  executive  director  Not  pictured  is  Mrs  James  Burch,  treasurer.  (Photos  by 
Tim  NicholasI) 
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Church  Music  Conference  scenes 


A  panel  on  ^rship  was  a  Key  part  of  the  11th  Mississippi 
Baptist  Church  Music  Conference  at  First  Church,  Vicksburg 
Left  to  right  on  the  panel  were  Gary  Anglin,  minister  of  music 
at  Rrst  Church,  Pascagaoula;  Dennis  Johnsey,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Pascagoula;'  Bruce  Leafblad,  professor  at 
finttfUiMMUfo  fiinniMfYi  J. 


-i  l»Mii'itit'>*.il''  I/. 


Broadmoor  Church.  Jackson;  and  Jim  Futral,  pastor  of  Broad- 
rTKJor  Church,  Jackson,  and  president  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Converrtion.  This  year’s  program  was  dedicated  to  Dan  C. 
Halt,  who  was  director  of  the  Mississippi  Church  Music  Depart¬ 
ment  until  his  death  in  December. 


r*ii' , *’|i>i*  ji 


Service  awards  for  a  total  of  285  years  were  presented  at 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Music  Conference.  On  the  bot¬ 
tom  row,  left  to  right,  are  Major  McDaniel,  Korea;  Arnold 
Bridges.  Gulfport;  Rick  Munn,  Grenada;  Keith  Bennett,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg;  David  Grimsley,  Vicksburg;  and  Chris  Lane  Lee,  Meri¬ 
dian.  On  the  top  row,  left  to  right,  are  Paul  E.  Padgett,  Magee; 


Mike  Edwards,  Oxford;  Ray  Burke,  Amory;  Mrs.  Faye  E.  VVig- 
gers,  Kosciusko;  Mrs.  Bobbie  Kinsey,  Sumrall;  Bob  Gray,  West 
Point;  Tim  King,  McComb;  and  Paul  Powell,  Greenville.  Not 
pictured  are  J.  M.  Wood,  Jackson;  William  J.  Nelson,  Colum¬ 
bia;  Susan  Hankins,  Tupelo;  Erlene  Pritchard,  Fayetteville;  and 
Ida  Mae  Coley,  Natchez. 


Ken  Milter,  right,  minister  of  music  at  First  Church,  Natchez,  was  the  1987-1988 
president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Conference.  He  Is  shown  with  Jim  Hess, 
minister  of  music  at  First  Church,  Vicksburg,  and  host  for  the  oohference.  New  of¬ 
ficers  for  the  conference  are  James  Hayes,  minister  of  music,  Rrst  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
president;  Billy  Vaughan,  minister  of  music  at  First  Church,  Laurel,  president-elect; 
Perry  Robinson,  minister  of  music,  Rrst  Church,  EIHsvflle,  vice-president;  and  Nan 
Grantham,  music  associate  at  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson,  secretary-treasurer.  > 


Ed  Ludlow,  standing  right,  professor  of  music  at  Blue  Mountain  College,  corrducts 
I  ®  seminar  for  organists  during  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Music  Conference. 

David  Gilmore  directs  the  Blue  Mountain  College  Choir  during  a  performance  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Music  C^n-  Standing  at  left  is  Rachel  Seago,  organist  at  First  Church,  Vicksburg, 
ference  Terry  McRoberts  is  the  accompanist.  1 

'■  ®  ^  ^  If  I  f-i  •  I  I 

instrumental  r estival 


m. ; 


Eight  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  were  represented  by  instrumental  par¬ 
ticipants  at  the  State  Instrumental  Festival  on  the  campus  of  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege.  Edd  Brashier  of  First  Church.  Carthage,  led  the  groups.  The  churctv  or¬ 
chestras  of  Parkway  and  Broadmoor  Churches,  both  of  Jackson,  were  featured 
on  the  program.  John  Hanbery  was  coordinator  for  the  event. 


AUrotrU.  l!>» 
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Trustees  note  ‘‘Good  spirit 
at  Southwestern  meeting 


An  associalional  quartet  sing  was  hela  tn  Rankin  Association  FeOruary  23,  1988 
Bv  Mark  Wingfield  Church  Pearl  The  ladies  quartet  ot  Flowood  Church,  received  first 

•  *  ^  place  recognition  They  will  be  presenting  special  nnusic  at  the  annual  spring  meeting 

FORT  WORTH.  Texas  <BP)  —  explaining  that  only  “four  or  five”  and  provides  a  2  percent  salary  in  gf  ,f,e  Rankin  Association  at  First  Church  Brandon  April  18  The  members  of  the 
Southwestern  Seminary  trustees  questions  had  ever  been  raised  about  crease  for  faculty  and  staff.  quartet  from  left  are  Brenda  Sullivan.  Donna  Gandy.  Reisa  Collum  (accompanist), 

adopted  a  positive  response  to  the  ^uthwestern.  All  of  those  concerns  To  balance  the  budget,  trustees  ap-  pam  Dukes,  and  Debbie  Donald  Richard  Sullivan  is  minister  of  music  and  Ricky 
Southern  Baptist  Peace  Committee  have  been  answered  adequately,  he  proved  increasing  the  student  Gray  is  pastor  Jim  Loft,  minister  of  music  at  First  Church  Pearl  was  festival  director 
and  affirmed  Russell  Dilday  on  his  added.  matriculation  fee  from  $350  to  $400  per  and  Susan  Clark  is  associational  music  directed* 

10th  anniversary  as  seminary  presi-  One  concern  was  that  not  all  facul-  semester.  However,  trustees  asked 
dent  during  their  spring  meeting  ty  members  believed  in  the  “historici-  seminary  administrators  to  study 
March  14-16.  ty  of  Adam  and  Eve,”  Draper  said,  ways  to  keep  student  costs  down. 

The  board  also  elected  four  new  But  he  told  trustees  Vice  President  for  Four  faculty  members  were  elected 
faculty  members,  adopted  several  Academic  Affairs  John  Newport  con-  without  opposition.  They  are  Grant 
changes  in  the  seminar>’’s  bylaws  and  vinced  him  this  was  not  the  case.  Irven  Lovejoy,  instructor  in 
approved  a  $19.7  million  budget.  “I  feel  like  we’ve  been  met  with  preaching;  Henry  Newton  Smith,  in- 

Trustee  Wayne  Allen  of  Carrollton,  great  cooperation  and  a  good  spirit.”  structor  in  missions ;  Paul  Wateson 
Ttexas,  presented  the  motion  affirming  Draper  said.  Stevens,  director  of  field  education 

Dilday  in  the  last  minutes  of  the  board  ^  The  formal  statement  adopted  by  and  associate  professor;  and  Rhonda 
meeting.  Allen  called  for  "a  vote  of  trustees  notes  Southwestern  had  teen  Jayne  Edge,  assistant  professor  in 
confidence  and  appreciation  for  10  dealing  responsibly  with  the  inerran-  church  music  education, 
years  of  leadership.”  cy  question  as  early  as  1978.  Trustees  also  adopted  several  bylaw 

The  board  unanimously  adopted  “Southwestern  has  in  the  past  and  changes,  moving  election  of  board  of- 
Allen’s  motion  on  a  voice  vote,  with  will  continue  to  require  all  ad-  ficers  from  the  fall  meeting  to  the 
applause  from  some  trustees.  The  ministration  and  faculty  to  sign  and  spring  meeting  and  giving  the  board 
night  before  at  a  banquet  for  trustees,  agree  to  teach  in  accordance  with  the  chairman  authority  to  make  commit- 
administrators  and  faculty,  Dilday  1963  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  State-  tee  assignments  immediately  upon 
received  an  extended  standing  ovation  ment.  Our  administration  and  facul-  his  election, 
after  a  program  about  his  10th  ty  support  this  position,”  the  state- 
anniversary. 

Trustee  James  T.  Draper  Jr.  of 
Euless,  Texas,  presented  the  report  of 
a  trustee  subcommittee  assign^  last 
fall  to  formulate  a  response  to  the 
Peace  Committee.  The  Peace  Com¬ 
mittee’s  statement,  approved  by 
messengers  to  the  SBC  annual 
meeting  last  summer,  called  on 
seminary  trustees  to  “determine  the 
theological  positions"  of  administra¬ 
tion  and  faculty  members  in  light  of 


The  Oakdale  Church  Quartet  of  Brandon,  received  second  place  recognition  at 
the  Rankin  Association  Quartet  Sing,  February  23  at  First  Baptist  Church.  Peart  They 
presented  special  music  for  the  annual  Rankin  Association  Missions  Banquet,  March 
11,  at  First  Church,  Brandon  Members  of  the  quartet  are  Michael  Crawley.  Curtis 
Baker,  Tony  Leonard,  W.  R.  (Buddy)  Leonard,  and  Melanie  Wakeland  (accompanist) 
Susan  Clark  is  minister  of  music  and  Alan  Kilgore  is  pastor. 


Confused  About  Life  Insurance? 
Why  rwt  buy  the  most  life  Insurance 
for  the  least  smount  of  money? 
Example:  Male,  60,  non-amoker 

$100,000 

For  only  $32.56  per  mo. 

-  Call  Don  Mahaffsy 
6:30am  to  4:30pm  ET  Mon.-Frf. 
Toll  Free  t-a00-367  S462 


Trustees  name  Drummond 
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Georgia  judge  voids 
Tift/Mercer  merger 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 


A  pries,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
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Write  for  illustrated  price  folder 
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NORRIS  BOOKBINOINQ  CO. 


FORSYTH.  Ga.  IBP)  -  Tift  Col¬ 
lege.  a  Georgia  Baptist  women's 
school  that  was  closed  following  its 
merger  with  Mercer  University,  has 
been  given  a  new  lease  on  life. 

Monroe  County  Superior  Court 
Judge  Sam  Whitmire  has  voided  the 
1986  merger  of  the  two  Baptist  schools 
and  ordered  Tift  trustees  to  prepare 
to  re-open  the  141-year-old  college. 

SavTift.  a  coalition  of  Tift  alumnae 
and  friends,  greeted  the  .news  with 
elation.  Mercer  officicris  announced 
they  will  appeal  the  decision 
Tift  trustees  voted  in  June  1986  to 
transfer  ownership  of  the  college  and 
all  its  assets  to  Mercer,  and  the  plan 
was  approved  by  the  Georgia  Baptist 
Convention  executive  committee. 
Ftve  months  -after  the  merger? 
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HMB  trustees  elect  Chaney, 
help  missionary  pensions 


BIRMINGHAM.  Ala.  (BP)  - 
Directors  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board  re-elected  of¬ 
ficers,  elected  Charles  Chaney  as  a 
new  special  assistant  to  the  president, 
and  voted  to  increase  the  agency’s 
1988  budget  to  $78,517,663  during  their 
March  meeting. 

The  directors  met  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
headquarters  in  observance  of  the 
centennial  of  the  women’s  missions 
organization. 

Board  members  unanimously  re¬ 
elected  last  year’s  slate  of  officers  to 
second  one-year  terms.  Clark  G.  Hut¬ 
chinson,  pastor  of  Elastside  Church, 
Marietta,  Ga.,  was  named  chairman 
of  the  Atlanta-based  missions  agency. 

'The  board  increased  the  1988  budget 
by  $1,042,728,  nearly’ half  of  which  was 
earmarked  to  supplement  pensions 
for  missionaries  who  retired  with  in¬ 
adequate  income. 

That  $400,000  adjustment  will  be 
divided  among  nearly  250  mis¬ 
sionaries  based  on  length  of  service, 
soid  Margrette  Stevenson,  associate 
vice  {Mesident  for  the  board’s  services 
section. 

“Many  of  these  individuals  are  still 
working  at  75  years  of  age  to  provide 
adequate  income  for  themselves.  One 
missionai^  was  earning  income  by 
baking  and  decorating  cakes  until  her 
health  recently  failed,”  Stevenson 
said. 

Board  members  also  approved  a 
statement  that  explains  why  they 


By  Joe  Westbury 

previously  voted  to  deny  church 
pastoral  aid  to  ordained  women  who 
are  pastors  of  local  churches.  The 
statement  was  in  response  to  a  re¬ 
quest  from  a  motion  made  at  the  1987 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual 
meeting  and  referred  automatically 
to  the  board  for  a  response. 

Directors  said  they  believe  the 
policy,  adopted  in  October  1986,  “is  in 
harmony”  with  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  1984  Southern  Baptist  Ck)nven- 
tion  meeting. 

Directors  unanimously  voted  to 
delete  from  their  response  a 
paragraph  that  drew  opposition  at 
their  October  1987  board  meeting 
from  Beth  McGhee  of  ‘Tucson,  Ariz. 

Shortly  after  voicing  concern  that 
the  paragraph  might  be  divisive, 
McGhee  collapsed  at  her  seat  and 
died  of  a  heart  attack. 

The  deleted  sentence  said :  “Also,  we 
feel  that  this  action  of  our  board  (the 
1986  policy)  is  commensurate  with  the 
faith  and  practice  of  the  majority  of 
Baptist  churches  affiliated  with  our 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.” 

In  staff  appointments,  directors 
employed  CJhaney  of  Bolivar,  Mo.,  to 
fill  a  newly  created  position  of  special 
assistant  to  the  president. 

C^ney,  assistant  to  the  chancellor 
and  dean  of  the  C^ourts  Redford  School 
of  Theology  and  Church  Vocations  at 
Southwest  Baptist  University,  will  join 
the  board  staff  May  16.  He  is  a  native 
of  Alexander,  Texas. 

'The  position  is  needed  to  help  Lewis 


Mississippi  broadcasters 
discuss  script  writing 


The  Second  Annual  Mississippi 
Baptists  in  Broadcasting  (MBIB) 
meeting  will  be  April  16,  at  Calvary 
I  Church,  Jackson, 
110  a.m.-2:30  p.m. 


The  meeting  is  for 
all  those  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptists  who 
are  involved  in 
broadcasting  on 
radio,  television,  or 
cable,  or  who  are 
interested  in  being 
a  part  of  the 


direct  the  agency’s  primary  em¬ 
phases  in  evangelism,  church  plan¬ 
ting,  and  church  grcn^,  Hutchinson 
said. 

Chaney,  president  of  the  university 
from  1983  to  1986,  also  will  assist  Lewis 
in  implementing  changes  in  strategy 
and  OTganizational  structure  at  the 
board. 

Dean  Doster,  associate  director  of 
the  personal  evangelism  department 
since  1984,  was  promoted  to  associate 
vice  president  of  the  evangelism 
section. 

Chan  Garrett,  associate  director  of 
the  black  church  relations  depart¬ 
ment  for  nine  years,  was  elected 
regional  coordinator  for  the  planning 
section. 

Joseph  Talmadge  Davis  of 
Ihllahassee,  Fla.,  was  elected  assis¬ 
tant  director  of  the  interfaith  witness 
department. 

In  another  matter,  Lewis  Burnett 
was  elected  director  of  military 
chaplaincy. 

Directors  also  appointed  10  mis¬ 
sionaries,  eight  missionary 
associates,  and  approved  financial  aid 
to  26  mission  pastors. 

Joe  Westbury  is  on  the  news  staff  of 
the  Home  Mission  Board. 


Olsen 
meeting. 

Special  features  of  the  MBIB  will  be 
panel  discussions  and  an  awards 
luncheon. 


Kelm  to  give 
Staley  Lectures 


HATTIESBURG  -  George  L. 
Kelm,  biblical  archaeologist  and 
teacher,  will  present  the  1988  Staley 
Distinguished 
Christian  Scholar 
Lectures  at  Wil¬ 
liam  Chrey  College 
March  28-30. 

Kelm  is  pro¬ 
fessor  of  biblical 


The  panel  discussions  will  be  from 
10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Topics  and  leaders 
are;  Writing  Scripts  for  Radio  and 
Iblevision.  Frank  Olsen,  professional 
writer ;  How  Do  You  Thrget  Who  is  Out 
There?  Walt  Grayson.  WLBT-TV, 
Jackson,  and  Mrs.  Winona  Winfield, 
Public  Relations  Director.  Mississip¬ 
pi  State  Hospital;  and  Sampling  Local 
Proi^ramming  Ideas,  Steve  Guidry, 
minister  of  media.  Calvary  Church. 
Jackson;  Ken  Anderson,  owner  of 
Capital  Productions.  Jackson;  and 
Bob  Nance,  television  producer, 
Cleveland. 


The  three  panel  discussions  will  be 


rotated  each  hour. 

Frank  Olsen  will  be  the  keynote 
speaker  at  the  Awards  Luncheon 
beginning  at  1  p.m.  His  topic  will  be 
“tfaptist  and  the  World  of  Tblecom- 
munications  —  Now  and  in  the 
Future.” 

For  two  years  he  worked  full  time 
at  the  Radio  and  Television  Commis¬ 
sion  to  help  launch  the  ACTS  Network 
as  supervisor  of  network  promotion. 
He  is  now  in  his  sixth  year  of  teaching 
broadcast  writing  as  an  adjunct  pYo- 
fessor  at  Southwestern  Seminary. 

Another  special  feature  of  the  lun¬ 
cheon  will  be  the  awards  presenta¬ 
tions  for  local  programming  and  spots 
from  churches  across  Mississippi  in 
radio  and  television. 

'The  registration  and  luncheon  cost* 
is  $15  per  person.  Give  name,  address, 
phone  number,  and  total  number  of 
registrants  when  mailing  in  registra¬ 
tion.  Registration  fees  should  be  mail¬ 
ed  to  F'arrell  Blankenship,  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205,  sponsor  of  the 
event. 

Other  Mississippi  Baptists  in 
Broadcasting  Committee  members 
serving  with  Blankenship  for  this 
event  are  Jim  Bishop  and  Merle 
Guyton.  Hattiesburg;  Steve  Guidry, 
Jackson;  Bob  Nance,  Cleveland;  and 
Billy  L^tal,  Clinton. 


backgrounds  and 
archaeology  at 
Southwestern  Sem- 
Kelm  inary.  Prior  to 
moving  there  in  1980,  he  taught 
similar  courses  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  for  12  years.  He  is  a  PhD 
graduate  of  New  York  University  and 
has  done  further  study  at  the  Institute 
of  Holy  Land  Studies,  Jerusalem,  and 
Tel  Aviv  University  in  Israel. 

He  is  now  director  of  the  Ar¬ 
chaeological  Expedition  to  Tel  Batash 
I  Timnah),  where  the  tenth  season  of 
excavation  was  conducted  last 
summer. 

Kelm  will  address  the  theme, 
“Understanding  the  Bible  in  the  Light 
of  Archaeology.”  Lecture  sessions 
open  to  the  public  include:  March 
9  p.m.,  Kresge  Room  of  Thomas 
Business  Building,  “Biblical  Ar¬ 
chaeology  Today  —  A  Perspective;” 
March  29,  9:30  a.m.,  Thomas  Hall 
Auditorium,  “Excavations  at  Biblical 
Timnah  —  A  Site  Study;”  and  at  9' 
p.m.  in  the  Kresge  Room  of  Thomas 
Business  Building,  “Geographical  and 
Archaeological  Implications  for 
Understanding  the  Israelite  Exodus 
and  Conquest  —  A  Period  Study;”  and 
March  30,  9  p.m.,  Kresge  Room, 
Thomas  Business  Building,  “Ar¬ 
chaeology  and  the  Biblical  Text  —  A 
Source  Study.”  * 
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:er  Church  Vans 


We  specialize  in  Church  Vans,  both  12  and  15 
passenger.  We  sell  to  all  churches  for  factory  cost  plus 
$145.00  for  service.  We  also  carry  used  Vans.  Call  for 
more  information.  Ask  for  Reggie  Frierson.  (601) 
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RS.  We  also  have  a  special  lease  plan  for  the  clergy 
on  any  Ford,  Lincoln,  or  Mercury. 
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MAJOR  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

Comprahenslv*  coverage 

•  Pays  all  Medicare  deductibles  and  co-payments 

•  Pays  all  co-insurance  Medicare  does  not  pay 

•  Plus  payment  on  excess  charges  Medicare  does  not  allow 

•  Guaranteed  renewable  for  life 

•  Automatic  claim  filing  (Eliminating  tedious  filling  out 
claim  forms  and  obtaining  Medicare  payments 

•  Rapid  issue,  claims  settled  In  4  to  7  days 

•  Private  room  and  nurse  (R.N.) 

•  Nursing  home  and  death  benefit 

For  further  information,  piease  fili  out  this  coupon  and  maii 
to  address  beiow.  Or  caii  (601)  366-7900 


State 


telephone  No. 


The  Insurance  Company,  641  Choctaw  Road,  Jackson,  MS  39206 

The  purpose  of  this  ad  is  to  solicit  your  inquiry  concerning  insurance.  H  is  not  associated 
with  Social  Security  or  any  government  agency  Those  on  Medicaid  need  not  apply. 


« 


Letters  to  the  editor 


also  one  of  the  best  spiritually 
oriented  conventions  of  which  I  have 
ever  been  a  part.  A  job  well  done. 
Juanita  West 
Acteen  leader 
Calvary  Church.  Newton 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  3M  words  and  the  editor  reserves  TI/U  *  »  tU 

the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved  Whatever  tums  them  on 

under  ail  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 

necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed  Editor;  corresponds  directly  to  the  absence  of 

letters  will  be  used,  but  th^  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld.  Columnists  in  statewide  papers  God  in  life 

regularly  lend  their  unique  positions  3.  Disregard  for  human  life  in- 
4tTv*  •  »  »»  K*»irinn"  writing  skills  to  causes  against  creases  in  philosophy  and  practice 

les  oeginmng  ing  minstrel  who  wrote  the  song  about  forms  of  “censureship”  and  for  directly  as  disregard  for  God  in  Remembering 

In  the  days  when  there  was  no  “Dixie,  the  Land  of  Cotton,”  was  a  freedoms  choice  and  speech.  Some  human  life  increases  in  philosophy  ]y{|^  Carter 

stable  system  of  issuing  government  native  of  Ohio;  but  the  song  became  of  them  mount  their  computer  ter-  and  practice.  Tolerance  of  evil 

money,  each  bank  issued  its  own  the  “chanson  de  guerre”  of  the  Con-  minals  in  self-righteousness,  making  demands  equal  tolerance  of  evil's  Editor: 

notes.  Some  of  them  were  worth  their  federate  soldiers  in  the  Civil  War.  fun  of  religious  fundamentalists.  I  results!  The  article  a^t  Dr.  and  Mrs. 

face  value  and  others  were  not.  Many  challenge  them  to  use  their  superior  While  a  few  may  be  over  zealous.  Carter  took  my  thinking  back  33  years 

of  them  were  not  trusted  further  than  George  F.  Raines  openmindsandponder  this:  If  those  too  many  are  apathetic  about  fighting  *80  when  at  C^rke  College  Mrs. 

a  person  could  “throw  a  bull  by  his  ^  who  practice,  faromote,  or  protect  un-  evil.  Still  others  are  fighting  to  ensure  CartCT  came  to  invite  me  to  a  WMU 

tail.”  Newton,  MS  39345  bridled  “personal  freedom”  —  to  read,  evil’s  right  to  exist!  The  results  are  meeting  at  her  home.  I  did  not  luiow 

But  the  notes  of  the  Banque  des  watch,  hear,  and  do  whatever  tums  seen  in  daily  headlines  —  and  what  it  was  all  about;  but  being  a 

Citoyens  de  la  Louisianne  of  New  them  on  —  as  doing  no  harm  are  so  predicted  in  the  Bible’s  book  of  young  preacher’s  wife,  I  Uwugbt  I 

Orleans  were  always  worth  their  face  rpi  i  r  i  right,  tell  us  why:  Romans,  chapter  1,  verses  16-32.  should  ga  I  am  so  happy  she  introAK- 

value  They  were  accepted  as  ex-  ^  nailKS  lor  article  j  suicides  are  90  percent  Columnists  can  create  clever  little  ^  me  to  WMU  a^  especially  so  dur- 

change  in  Louisville,  Cincinnati,  Elditor:  higher  now  than  30  years  ago?  colunuis,  and  they  can  also  prove  to  *og  our  centenmal  celebration.  She 

Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia,  New  York  On  behalf  of  CONTACT’S  board  and  2.  Drug  and  alcc^l  abuse  is  today  the  perceptive  mind  that  the  writers  was  a  lovely  person, 

and  in  all  other  marts  in  the  United  volunteers,  many  thanks  for  the  fine  more  common  in  schools  than  gum  are  often  shallow.  Lacking  real  tools  Mrs.  G.  E.  Jolley 

States.  article  on  our  spring  classes.  chewing  was  30  years  ago?  to  dig  deeply,  they  are  content  with  Batesville 

For  the  convenience  of  both  Creoles  May  I  also  use  this  opportunity  to  3.  Rape,  brutal  murder,  and  vi(^nt  surface  glitter,  unable  to  reach  the 
and  Anglo-Saxons,  the  lOHloUar  notes  thank  the  Baptist  ministers  and  crime  in  general  has  consistently  in-  gold.  Ethiopifl  TclcASCS 

were  printed  in  French  on ^one  side  newletter/bulletin  editors  who  creased  in  the  past  30  years?  ^  tvi  i 

andinElnglisbontheother.  “Dix,"tbe  puUicized  this  training  event  and  In  case  these  defenders  “posonal  Stephen  E.  Tillman  55«000  Klhiftfi 

French  word  for  10,  was  engrav^  on  volunteer  ministry.  Both  these  freedom”  need  some  help,  let  me  sug-  Soso 

each  note  The  lO^Uar  notes  were  publications  and  the  Baptist  Record  gest  some  probable  cause  and  effect  GENEVA,  SWITZERLAND  —  In 

called  “dix  notes”  or  simply  “dixies.”  were  effective  recruiters.  relationships:  Ethiopia,  55,000  Bibles,  which  have 

New  Orleans  and  the  area  in  which  We  rely  on  the  ^nerosity  of  local  1.  The  secular  life  of  physical  Cmi  pnti  been  withheld  by  local  authorities  lor 

the  city  was  located  became  known  as  congregations  and  individuals  for  this  gratification  offers  no  eternal  hope  for  VjOnvenilon  have  now  been  released, 

“dixie’s  land.”  In  due  time,  the  Christ-centered  ministry.  anyone  The  pleasures  presented  are  Editor:  The  news  was  communicated 

designation  “Dude  Land”  was  applied  limited  and  demand  great  price.  I  would  like  to  publicly  “Celebrate”  February  3,  1968,  by  the  Lutheran 

to  the  Deep  South  —  the  region  in  When  it’s  over;  it’s  over.  Abusers  are  Jan  Cossitt  and  her  staff,  the  WMU  World,  Federation  in  Geneva, 

which  the ‘dixies”  had  the  largest  cir-  Peter  H.  Meyers  used  up  and  wasted.  Department,  the  WMU  of  First  Switzerland,  which  had  donated  tbe 

dilation.  Eventually,  the  term  includ-  executive  director  2.  Drugs  and  alcohol  are  used  to  Church,  'Ripelo,  the  1,300  young  ladies,  Bibles  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  700,00( 

ed  all  the  territory  south  of  the  Mason-  _ ^  .  hide  an  empty  life  —  a  false  excuse  for  and  the  pr<^am  personalities  at  the  Lutherans  living  in  Ethiopia.  Th< 

Dixon  line.  the  life  only  God  can  make  abundant.  Acteens  Convention  for  not  only  one  of  release  of  the  Bibles  follows  intensive 

Daniel  Decatur  Emmett,  the  travel-  The  presence  of  drugs  and  alcohol  the  best  organized  conventions  but  pressure  on  the  Ethiopian  authoritie! 


Division  organization  aligned 
to  assist  church  evangelism 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  Keller'S  Country 
Dorm  Resort  <  for  groups  of  12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air 
conditioning,  pool,  |8  tickets,  lodg¬ 
ing,  and  meals,  ALL  for  $22  each! 
Call  SOI/253-8418  today! 


WANTED:  FREE  PEWS  to  go  in 
chapel  at  Correctional  Center, 
.Magee.  Call  (601)  849-3305. 


WHAT  about  “THE  BAPTIST 
BRIDE”  tradition  of  many?  Is  it 
unholy  error  or  heavenly  truth? 
Scriptural  documentation  F'REE! 
22e  postage  required.  Ray's  Study, 
Box  5435,  .Midland.  TX  79704. 


MALATESTA  FUNERAL  SER¬ 
VICE  —  Funeral  and  casket  — 
11495.00.  We  serve  entire  state.  Call 
(601)  366-6565  or  write:  103  W. 
.Northside  Dr..  Jackson.  >IS  39206. 


BAPTISTRY  FDR  SALE  — 
$750.00.  F!nter  from  one  side. 
Crossgates  Baptist  Church.  (601) 
825-2562. 


1984  F'ORD  BUS.  .Mint  condition! 
Must  sell,  asking  $27,000  (29 
passenger).  Parkview  Baptist 
Church  office  (504)  888-1153. 
9:00-4:30  p.m. 


WMU  convention:  ^^The  best  part 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
parents  requested  prayers  for  their 
children.  The  missionary  kids  re¬ 
quested  prayers  for  their  parents. 

Dottie  Williamson,  home  mis¬ 
sionary,  Virginia,  told  of  some  of  her 
experiences.  She  went  to  Suffolk  for 
the  Home  Mission  Board,  as  a  church 
planter.  The  HMB  had  told  her,  when 
taking  surveys,  only  to  take  one 
minute  at  each  place.  At  the  first 
house,  Dottie  visited,  the  woman  said 
she  was  an  active  Christian.  That  took 
30  seconds.  At  the  second  house,  with 
a  minute  and  a  half  to  work  with,  she 
said,  an  elderly  lady  invited  her  in. 
And  she  left  an  hour  and  a  half  later. 
"Sixteen  years  at  my  church,  and 
nobody  has  visited  me,”  the  woman 


said.  Dottie  met  four  more  widows,  all 
Christians  living  alone,  wanting 
someone  to  talk  to.  “People  need  you,” 
she  said.  A  new  church  was  started. 
Several  of  those  women  joined  it. 

In  1985,  three  families  wanted  to 
start  a  church  in  a  house.  They  soon 
had  children  all  over  the  house  for  Bi¬ 
ble  School,  so  they  asked  if  they  might 
meet  Thursday  nights  in  the  little 
white  Methodist  church.  'The 
Methodist  pastor  said,  “That’s  one 
more  night  the  lights  will  be  on  to  let 
people  know  there’s  a  church  there.” 
More  "people  started  coming,  so  they 
asked  to  use  the  building  also  on  Sun¬ 
day  nights. 

“We  wouldn’t  think  of  charging 


rent,”  the  Methodist  pastor  said. 

“How  will  we  let  people  know  that 
Baptists  care,  in  the  Methodist 
church?  Get  a  portable  sign?” 

“No,”  the  pastor  answered  . . .  Put 
out  a  permanent  sign.  Advertise 
Methodists  in  the  morning  and  Bap¬ 
tists  at  night.  Aren’t  we  here  for  the 
same  purpose?  to  lead  people  to  the 
Lord?” 

Later  the  new  church  moved  into  a 
nursery  school  and  into  a 
Presbyterian  church.  It  is  2t2  years 
old.  Iron  Bridge  Baptist  Church  was 
pictured  on  the  prayer  guide  for  the 
Week  of  Prayer  this  month.  It  gives  its 
first  17  percent  of  offerings  to 
-  missions. 

“Do  we  care  enough  about  all  those 


millions  of  people?”  Dottie  asked.  She 
visited  a  church  that  had  a  $50,000  of¬ 
fering  goal  for  Lottie  Moon  and  a 
$5,000  goal  for  Annie.  She  said  she 
bussed  at  them ;  “If  we  lose  America, 
we  won’t  have  foreign  missions  any 
more.  Who  is  going  to  go?” 

Other  speakers  included  Alma 
Hunt,  retired  executive  secretary, 
WMU,  SBC;  Edie  Polnac,  home  mis¬ 
sionary,  Idaho;  Peggy  Wallace,  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Peru;  and  Mar  jean  Patter¬ 
son,  executive  director.  Mississippi 
WMU. 

Karen  Hardy,  music  assistant. .  .or- 
rison  Heights  Church,  Clinton, 
directed  the  music.  Dot  Pray, 
keyboard  specialist,  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board,  was  pianist  and 


Maior  McDaniel,  missionary  to  Korea,  Carolyn  Kee,  along  with  Michelle  vines  ana  Keiiy  Kee  per- 
sinas  form  violin  pieces  for  the  annual  meering. 


Miss  Karen  Hardy,  music  staffer  at  Morrison  Heights 
Church.  Clinton,  was  music  leader  and  a  soloist  for  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting. 


Missionary  parents  served  on  a  panel  for  discussion  of  prayer  needs  From  left 
they  were  Mrs.  Lois  Henderson.  Robert  Sugg.  Mrs  Dottie  Smith,  William  Ferrell, 
and  Mrs  Irene  Lipscomb  Moderator  for  the  panel  was  Miss  Monica  Keathley  of  the 
WMU  staff  (Photos  by  Tim  Nicholas) 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  President  Jim  Futral  and  his  wife,  Shirley,  talk  with 
home  missionary  Dottie  Williamson  during  a  break  in  the  sessions 


Current  missionaries  on  a  special  panel  were,  from  left,  Annette  Racey,  Mrs.  June 
McDaniel,  and  Mrs  Emogene  Harris  They  were  led  by  WMU  staffer  Miss  Trish 
Simmons 


Mary  Simmons  of  New  Orleans  the 
organist.  Three  violinists,  Carolyn 
Kee  of  Woodville,  former  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  Mississippi  WMU,  Michelle 
Vines,  and  Kelly  Kee,  GAs  at  W(Kxi- 
ville  Church,  presented  special  music. 
Alice  Nettles,  Morrison  Heights 
Church,  Clinton,  Beth  Henderson, 
Navilla  CTiurch,  McComb,  and  Major 
McDaniel,  missionary  to  Korea,  Don¬ 
na  Robbins,  Monticello,  was  handbells 
soloist. 

GAs  and  Acteens  were  invited  to 
join  the  Baptist  Women  for  the  birth¬ 
day  celebration  of  WMU,  SBC.  held  on 
Monday  evening. 

Marjorie  McCullough  in  her 
Wednesday  address  said  that  when 
she  was  a  little  girl,  her  pastor  once 
asked  her,  “What  have  you  got  in  your 
hand?  ”  She  had  just  b^n  to  the  store 
and  bought  nine  cents  worth  of  can¬ 
dy,  saving  a  penny  ( slw  remembered 
the  tithe)  for  church.  But  the  whole 
dime  had  been  supposed  to  go  to  the 
offering.  The  pastor  asked  her,  “Would 
you  rob  God?  Was  that  your  offer¬ 
ing?”  She  said  it  was  a  lesson  she 
never  forgot.  And  she  added,  “Next 
year  WMU  is  going  to  be  telling  the 
story  of  the  beauty  of  tithing.” 

Jim  Futral,  pastor  at  Broadmoor. 
Jackson,  an(i  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention, 
delivered  the  closing  address. 

“The  best  part  of  all  our  work  and 
our  service,”  he  said,  “is  Matthew 
25;31,  ‘And  he  shall  send  his  angels 
with  a  great  sound  of  a  trumpet,  and 
they  shall  gather  together  his  elect 
and  the  four  winds,  from  one  end  of 
heaven  to  the  other’  Our  Lord  Jesus 
is  coming  again.  He  will  descend  from 
the  sky  one  day  and  he  will  gather  all 
his  people  ....  The  very  best  part  — 
when  he  descends,  is  that  he  is  going 
to  bring  us  together. 

“When  we  get  together,  we’re 
something  else.  Last  year  —  $1,706,000 
to  Annie  Armstrong;  $4,131,000  to  Lot¬ 
tie  Moon;  Home.  Mission  Board 
through  the  Cooperative  Program  got 
$1,311,000  and  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  got  $3,338,000.  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  gave  somewhere  over  seven  and 
a  half  million  dollars  to  those  great 
works,  in  one  year.  When  we’l:«  not 
together,  we’re  a  mess. 

‘The  very  best  part  is  that  he  wants 
to  commend  us  somehow.  Some  way 
some  day  we’re  going  to  be  able  to  see 
what  happened  to  each  of  our  dollars 
and  see  how  they’ve  touched  lives.” 

Futral  told  the  story  of  his  being  in 
Costa  Rica  with  a  missionary  who 
called  to  a  policeman  and  said 
something  in  Spanish.  Suddenly  the 
policeman  grabbed  Futral,  smiling 
and  talking  to  him.  The  man  was  a 
widower,  a  Christian,  raising  five 
children.  Futral’s  church  WMU  had 
sent  an  offering  of  $15  to  that  mis¬ 
sionary,  who  had  given  it  to  the 
policeman,  who  had  spent  it  at 
Christmas  for  his  kids  (Futral  had 
known  nothing  about  the  offering.) 
The  man  was  expressing  bis  thanks. 

“We’re  going  to  get  to  stand  at  the 
reward  station.”  Futral  said  in  conclu- 
sion,  “and  hear,  ‘Well  done,  thou  good 
and  faithful  servant.’  The  very  best 
part  is  that  time  will  be  no  more  and 
we’ll  be  rid  of  our  tears,  our  fears,  and 
death.” 


Tamil,  Chinese,  and  English 


“Are  we  headed  in  the  right  direc-  apologized  for  not  j^urning  on  the  elec-  ning  Hindus  not  to  listen  to  the  Chris- 
tion?”  In  the  van,  I  was  facing  trie  fan.  but  the  electricity  would  not  tians.  Better  response  from  the 
backward,  so  1  only  knew  we  were  come  on  until  night.  I  believe  he  said  Chinese  has  come  in  rural  areas  than 
somewhere  in  the  state  of  Pahang,  they  and  one  other  family  were  the  on-  in  the  cities.  Often,  however,  a 
Malaysia.  Eric  and  Daniel,  field  ly  Christians  in  this  village.  His  family  Chinese-speaking  church  will  noi  be 
workers  for  E-very  Home  for  Christ,  attended  a  Lutheran  church  not  so  far  near  enou^  the  new  believer  for  him 
were  leading  the  way  down  the  dirt  from  there.  to  attend. 

road  on  a  motorbike.  Enoch  Thn,  EHC  ,  Distribution  is  beginning  next 

director  for  Malaysia,  was  driving  As  our  tour  leader.  Frank  Giunta,  Malaysia, 

through  swirling  clouds  of  red  dust,  led  in  prayer,  I  added  my  own  prayer  was  much  less  in  1987 

past  more  rubber  and  palm  trees  and  of  praise  to  God  for  the  tie  that  bound  probably  due  to  the 

through  woods  full  of  giant  ferns.  into  one  the  diverse  group  in  that  political  situation,  and  the  persecution 
We  stopped  at  a  gate  across  the  room.  arrest  of  so  many  Christians, 

road,  and  a  watchman  opened  it. 

There  in  open  space  under  the  ,  I  read  a  news  release  in  Kuala  Lum 

tropical  sky  stood  a  group  of  one-story  Every  Home  for  Christ  is  an  pur  which  stated:  “Salleh  Omar,  a 
frame  houses,  painted  dark  green,  organization  which,  as  its  name  in-  former  Malaysian  Baptist  minister 

Some  were  duplexes;  others  Avere  dicif^gs,  seeks  to  tal^  the  message  of  renounced  his  belief  in  Christianity 

joined,  apartment-style.  Chinese  and  dimf^nto  every  home  in  a  nation,  and  exposed  some  of  the  evangelistic 

Indians  (Thmils)  who  lived  here  work-  through  Christian  literature.  Chur-  activities  of  Christians  to  the  govern¬ 
ed  mostly  on  rubber  estates.  ches  of  various  denominations  have  ment  authorities  and  the  media.  A 

“Be  sure  you  don’t  give  any  tracts  worked  together  in  this  effort.  Area  Malaysian  Islamic  newspaper  in 
to  Malays,”  Enoch,  who  is  Chinese  directors,  sometimes  with  staff  August  reported  on  a  public  address 
himself,  warned.  (It  is  illegal  to  give  helpers,  translate  and  write  the  delivered  by  Salleh.  The  message. 

Christian  literature  to  the  native  materials.  In  some  countries,  teams  recorded  on  audio  cassettes,  was 
Malays,  who  are  defined  by  the  are  paid  to  work  full-time  in  distribu-  distributed  widely.  Salleh  charged 
government  as  Muslim.)  He  gave  us  tion,  especially  in  dangerous  areas.  In  that  large  sums  of  money,  including 
'  tracts  in  three  languages,  English,  other  cases,  volunteer  teams  do  the  donations  from  abroad,  had  been 
Chinese  and  Tamil.  They  were  distribution.  Names  of  new  believers,  channelled  to  Christian  missions  in 
stamped  “For  non-Muslim  only.”  One  who  respond  to  the  campaign,  are  Malaysia  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
was  titled  “Are  You  Happy?”  and  given  to  local  churches,  for  follow-up.  pagating  Christianity  among  the 
another,  “it's  Here  -  New  Beginn-  Usually  the  volunteer  teams  live  Muslims  According  to  Salleh, 
ing!  ”  Each  contained  a  postcard  to  be  within  the  country.  The  team  I  travel-  8,000  Malays  have  been  converted  to 
used  to  obtain  the  first  of  four  Bible  edwithin  January  was  one  of  the  first  Christianity,  primarily  from  the 
studies.  from  the  U  S.  to  be  invited  by  EHC  to  states  of  Perak  and  Johore” 

Ten  of  us  divided  into  twos  to  cover  help  in  this  way  in  southeast  Asia.  I  wondered  if  this  had  been  one 
the  village.  Joan  Peterson  and  I  took  Moia««4Q  cinf®  iq7«  FHr  ha«;  reason  that  in  late  fall  33  evangelical  to  a  young  man 

turns  talking  at  each  doorway  we  ap-  Malaysia  since  1978,  LHC  has  churches  were  closed.  Two  other 
bXS  Over  mosrS^ere  give"  out  970.000  grepel  pampWe^of  ,he  release  said  -wen. 

posted  pictures  Of  Hindu  gods.  Though  Se  ^r"  -  - 

we  met  some  Chinese,  most  of  those  _ V _  preaching  against  Christianity.  A  ^ 


Enoch  Tan  and  Eric  wait  on  a  jungle  trail  lor  others  on  witnessing  team  Tall,  slendei 
trees  behind  them  are  rubber  trees 


oe  aiiPOlIHtrU  IICAl  IllUlliil.  .  i_  I  . 

ten  years  IS  the  limit  now  that  each  LILONGWE.  Malawi  (BP)  Malawi  has  been  P«agued  bj 

missionaiA  is  allowed  to  remain  there  Through  a  Southern  Baptist  relief  pro  destrwtive  insects  m  the  north 

gram  promising  to  keep  nearly  1 1  ,(K)0  drought  in  some  areas,  loo  much  ran 
Ran  pivtpnHprl  Malawians  fed.  4.3.‘»  people  have  pro-  in  others,  and^more  than  30(),00i 

uttii  fessed  faith  in  Jesus  displaced  Mozambicans  who  hav« 

PHOENIX.  Ariz.  (EP)  —  A  federal  Jim  Parker,  of  .Memphis.  Tenn  .  fled  fighting  in  their  own  country 
judge  who  imposed  a  ban  on  man-  and  a  team  of  Malawian  Baptists  led  ■ 

datory  prayer  sessions  at  an  Arizona  47  people  to  decide  to  accept  Christ  as  .Malewian  pastors  and  Southwi 
manufacturing  plant  will  extend  the  their  Savior  one  day  at  a  distribution  Baptist  missionaries  have  worker 
ban  to  include  the  companv’s  facilities  center  where  expecied  food  was  together  to  tram  BaptisU  to  tell  peo 
throughout  the  United  States.  “1  think  delayed  in  coming  .Several  of  the  new  pie  about  Jesus  as  .they  AstribiU. 
it  should  cover  the  whole  operation.”  Christians,  who  live  in  an  area  with  maize,  the  country  s  food  staple 
said  U  S  District  Judge  Earl  Carroll  no  Baptist  church,  asked  the  Baptists  Southern  Baptists  plan  to  spend  moit 
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“Ju^ce,  human  dignity 
should  fuel  anti-porn” 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -B  The 
religious  comniHnity’s  battle  against 
pornography  should  grow  out  of  a 
commitment  to  justice  and  a  concern 
for  human  dignity,  said  N.  Larry 
Baker,  executive  director  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life 
Commission. 

Baker  told  participants  at  a  na¬ 
tional  ReligiMiAlliance  Against  Por¬ 
nography  conference  anti- 
pornography  aftets  should  not  stem 
from  an  anthaaigri  theology  (nr  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  m||i|a  society  into  the 
reli^ous  csa|||ptKy’s  own  image  or 


a  narrow  social  or  political  agenda. 

Rather,  he  said,  a  concern  about  the 
family,  people,  children,  character 
and  the  cause  of  the  underdog  should 
be  the  shaping  conviction  behind  ac¬ 
tions  in  the  fight  against  pornography. 

Individuals  who  join  the  war 
against  pornography  “open 
themselves  to  misunderstanding  and 
to  misrepresentation,”  warned  Baker, 
who  spoke  on  the  moral,  ethical,  and 
^liritual  implications  of  pornography. 

But,  he  said,  appropriate  and 
urgent  reasons  demand  involvement 
in  the  battle. 


Scott  County  quMefs:  The  late  Hazel  Brantley,  left,  who  was  WMU  director,  Harper- 
ville  Church;  Nan  CHis,  center,  WMU  director,  Pulaski  Church;  Jerry  Roberts,  right, 
program  chairman  ot  Betty  Carrol  group.  First  Church, -Morton. 

Scott  County  WMU 
honors  late  director 

By  Carmel  Carlisle 


The  Scott  County  Association  WMU 
has  through  several  activities 
celebrated  the  WMU  Centennial;  a 
study  of  the  book.  A  Century  to 
Celebrate,  a  trip  to  the  new  WMU 
Building  in  Birmingham,  the  making 
of  a  centennial  quilt,  ahd  an  associa¬ 
tion-wide  birthday  party  is  planned 
for  May  15. 

Hazel  Brantley,  coordinator  in  the 
making  of  the  centennial  quilt, 
possessed  an  unusual  ability  for 
quilting.  She  quilted  at  the  World's 
Fair  in  New  Orleans.  She  and  several 
women  of  Harperville  Baptist  Church 
put  the  squares  together  to  be  quilted. 
She  was  suffering  much  pain  as  she 
.Tiade  those  neat  tiny  stiches. 

The  quilt  was  completed  on 
schedule  and  was  displayed  at  the  an- 
lual  association  meeting  Oct.  23.  The 
following  week  Hazel  attended  the 
District  WMU  Meeting  at  Ephesus 
Baptist  Church,  where  the  quilt  was 


displayed  again.  She  became  sick  at 
the  meeting  and  had  to  leave  Her  con- 
dition  worsened  and  she  was 
hospitalized  the  next  day.  This  was 
her  last  mission  project. 

This  woman’s  heart  was  in  mis¬ 
sions.  After  vocational  retirement  she 
went  as  a  volunteer  to  Argentina  and 
planned,  this  year,  to  go  to  Brazil  and 
teach  women  how  to  quilt. 

She  served  her  church  as  organist, 
taught  in  several  organizations 
through  the  years,  transported  un¬ 
churched  children  of  the  community 
to  and  from  Sunday  School,  Church 
IVaining,  and  missions  organizations. 
She  served  as  a  volunteer  to  the 
association  building.  Her  life  was  built 
around  missions  and,  at  the  time  of 
her  death,  Feb.  2, 1988,  she  was  serv¬ 
ing  as  Harperville’s  WMU  director. 

She  reflected  well  the  theme  of  our 
centennial  celebration  —  “A  Century 
to  Celebrate;  A  Future  to  Fulfill.” 


Former  music  minister  dies  in  Canton 


Edward  G.  Prather,  57,  died  March 
I,  at  St.  Dominic/Jackson  Memorial 
iospital.  Services  were  held  March  12 
it  First  Baptist  Church  of  Clinton. 

Prather,  a  native  of  Sunflower  Coun- 
y,  attended  Union  University  of 
lackson,  Tfenn.,  the  University  of 
xlississippi,  and  Southern  Seminary, 
le  serv^  churches  in  Memphis  and 
hroughout  Mississippi  as  a  minister 


of  music  and  education.  Since  1971,  he 
was  active  in  sales  of  audio-visual 
equipment  in  churches.  He  had  been 
a  resident  of  Clinton  for  17  years. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Jean  Perryman  Prather;  son,  Phil 
Prather  of  Ft-JJi'orth,  Ttexas ;  daughter, 
Mrs.  Pam  Mai^in  of  Denver,  Colo.; 
mother,  sister,  and  three 
grandchildren 


Students  tie  red  ribbons  to  fight  drug  abuse. 

BSU  fights  drugs 
with  Red  Ribbon  Day 

By  Rachel  Griffla 
Laurel  Leader  Call 


ELLISVILLE  —  *1X1111  off  of  drugs 
and  onto  Jesus  Christ.  That  is  the 
message  members  the  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Union  at  Jones  County  Junior 
(Allege  sent  toothers  during  Red  Rib¬ 
bon  Day  Feb.  26  on  the  campus. 

This  is  the  Rrst  year  Red  Ribbon 
Day  has  been  observed  at  JCIJC,  and 
the  BSU  has  tak6n  responsibility  of 
spreading  the  anti-dnig  message 
across  the  campus. 

The  red  ribbon  symbolizes  the  fight 
against  drug  and  alcohol  abuse,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Stacy  Pickering,  chairman 
of  the  BSU’s  outreach  committee  in 
charge  of  coordinating  the  event  on 
campus. 

Pickering  explained  that  the  Jones 
County  Drug  Elducation  Council  con¬ 
tacted  the  BSU  about  sponsoring  Red 
Ribb(Hi  Day  in  conjunction  with  Drug 
and  Alcohol  Awareness  Week.  After 
being  provided  the  needed  informa¬ 
tion  and  materials,  the  BSU  organiz¬ 
ed  the  event. 

“We  had  red  ribbons  to  wear  show¬ 
ing  that  you’re  against  drug  and 
alcohol  abuse.  We  made  posters  and 
set  up  a  booth  that  hand^  out  pam¬ 
phlets  and  informational  materials,” 
Pickering  said. 

Ron  Swindall,  BSU  president,  said 
the  Christian  organization  was  in¬ 
terested  in  the  project  because  it  gave 
the  BSU  an  opportunity  to  spread  the 
Christian  message  while  promoting 
the  fight  against  drug  and  alcohol 
abuse. 

“One  of  the  things  we  tried  to  do  is 
to  get  people  turned  off  of  drugs  and 


onto  Jesus  Clirist,  Swindall  said.  “We 
stressed  that  drugs  are  not  an  avenue 
out  of  problems.  Clirist  is.” 

Kelly  Orman,  co-chairman  of  ‘tjhe 
(Xitreach  <3(»nmittee,  said  drug  abuse 
occurs  at  JCJC  as  it  does  at  evo^ 
other  college  campus,  and  with 
alcohol  as  the  most  widely  abused 
drug. 

“You  know  it  goes  on  here  ...  al¬ 
though  you  might  not  be  around  it  as 
much  as  you  were  in  high  school. 
Alcohol  is  the  main  problem.” 

Even  in  college,  i^r  pressure  is 
still  the  main  xause  of  drug  and 
alcohol  abuse,  Drman  said.  “Fitting 
in  is  the  big  thing  in  high  school.  But 
here  in  college  there  is  more  {u^ssure 
of  being  grown  up  now,  and  that  this 
is  the  grownup  thing  tado.” 

Having  good  “grownup”  role  models 
plays  a  vital  part  in  a  student’s  choice 
about  using  drugs,  Swindall  said, 
noting  that  many  times  young  peo¬ 
ple’s  actions  are  reflections  of  what 
they  see  adults  doing. 

“We  hope  parents  will  realize 
they’re  just  as  responsible  about 
teaching  kids  about  drugs.  If  the 
parents  deny  that  kids  are  on  drugs 
that  only  hurts.  So  many  times  the 
finger  is  pointed  at  kids,  and 
sometimes  it  needs  to  be  turned 
around  and  pointed  at  parents.” 

“Nancy  Reagan  says  it  best,  just 
say  no.  Just  leave  it  alone.  That’s  the 
b^t  way  to  handle  it  and  to  avoid  the 
problem.  Even  if  you’re  on  drugs,  just 
stop.  Don’t  think  about  it  for  a  while, 
just  stop.” 


Mission  trip  ends 
in  tragedy  for  BSUers 


.DALLAS  (BP)  —  Two  Baylor 
University  representatives  on  their 
way  home  from  a  spring  break  mis¬ 
sion  trip  were  killed  March  12  when 
their  automobile  was  hit  head-on 
about  40  miles  north  of  Harlingen  in 
Tbxas’  Rio  Grande  Valley. 

Killed  were  Sharia  Jayne  Smelley, 
23,  missions  coordinator  for  the 
Baylor  Baptist  Student  Union. 
was  driving,  and  Mike  Lowery,  22,  of 
Cypress.  Ibxas!  a  graduate  student  in 
Baylor’s  master  of  business  ad¬ 
ministration  program. 

The  driver  of  the  other  vehicle. 


Joshua  Lynn  Martinez,  24,  of  Denton, 
also  was  kiliec*. 

Two  other  Baylor  students  were 
severely  injured.  The  Baylor  students 
were  part  of  an  18-car  caravan  return¬ 
ing  more  than  70  Baylor  students 
from  a  week-long  trip  to  South  'Texas, 
said  George  Loutherback.  BSU  direc¬ 
tor  at  Baylor.  Smelley,  a  Ttexas  A&M 
graduate  who  joined  the  BSU  staff 
last  August,  had  arranged  the  trip. 

The  students  had  spent  their  spring 
break  in  various  mission  projects  at 
seven  locations  in  the  Rio  Grande 
Valle>’. 


USM  BSU 

plans ,  for 
alumni  group 

The  Baptist  Student  Union  at  the 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is 
forming  a  USM  BSU  Alumni  Chapter. 
The  first  alumni  newsletter,  to  be 
mailed  this  summer,  will  include  a 
copy  of  the  proposed  constitution  and 
give  the  plans  for  the  “charter 
meeting”  to  be  held  this  fall  on  the 
weekend  of  USM’s  homecoming. 

The  BSU  is  encouraging  USM  BStJ 
alumni  and  friends  to  send  their  up¬ 
dated  addresses^  the  BSU  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  on  the  mailing  list.  Send  name 
(including  maiden  name),  year  of 
graduation,  and  mailing  address  to 
Baptist  Student  Union,  SS  Box  10005, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406,  by  June  L 1988. 

Lord’s  Day 
alliance  reaches 
100th  year 

The  LcHTd’s  Day  Alliance  is  making 
plans  for  its  Centennial  (Celebration 
Oct.  5-6  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Norman  Vincent  Peale,  longtime 
devoted  member  of  the  board  of 
managers  of  the  alliance,  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker  in  a  worship  service 
at  7 ;30  p.m.  Oct.  5,  the  Church  of  the 
Pilgrims  (Presbyterian),  2201.  P 
Street,  N.W.,.  ^Vashington,  D.C. 

The  general  secretary  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  World  Alliance,  Gerhard  Claas, 
will  address  a  banquet  for  board 
members,  their  families,  and  special 
guests  [preceding  the  worship  service 
A  choral  group  from  the  U.S.  Naval 
Academy  will  sing. 

A  special  service  of  thanksgiving 
and  praise  will  be  held  at  2  p.m.  Oct. 
5  on  the  steps  of  the  National  Capitol. 

On  Thur^y  morning.  The  Lord’s 
Day  Alliance  will  return  to  its  birth¬ 
place,  The  Foundry  United  Methodist 
Church,  1500  —  16th  Street,  N.W.  The 
Alliance  was  founded  there  Dec.  12, 
1888. 

Tlie  historical  message  will  be 
delivered  by  William  R.  Cannon, 
former  dean  of  Emory  University’s 
Candler  School  of  Theology. 

ITie  Alliance  is  housed  in  the 
Georgia  Baptist  Onter  in  Atlanta. 
James  P.  Wesberry,  Southern  Baptist 
minister,  1s  executive  director. 

The  Lord’s  Day  Alliance  is  a  na¬ 
tional  interdenominational  religious 
organization  composed  of  111 
members  of  its  board  of  managers, 
both  active  and  honorary,  represent¬ 
ing  25  denominations. 

The  Lord’s  Day  Alliance  is 
specifically  oriented  to  preserve  the 
sabbath  day  in  America  as  a  day  of 
rest  and  worship  It  works  for  the  right 
of  each  person  to  worship  (Jod  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  con¬ 
science  and  to  have  the  sabbath  of  his 
own  choosing,  with  special  emphasis 
on  the  Lord’s  Day. 


“The  executive  exists  to  make  sen¬ 
sible  exceptions  to  general  rules.” 

-  ELTING  E.  MORISON 

“Probably  nothing  in  the  world 
arouses  more  false  hopes  than  the 
first  four  hours  of  a  diet.” 

-  DAN  BENNETT 


staff  changes 


First  Church.  Meridian,  has  called 
Gary  L.  Bagley  as  pastor.  Bagley  suc¬ 
ceeds  Beverly  Tinnin  who  retired  Aug. 

HI,  1987,  after  26 
years  as  pastor. 
Bagley’  is  pastor  of 
Bayshore  Church, 
Tampa. 

He  will  begin  his 
work  in  Meridian 
April  25. 

Bagley  is  mar¬ 
ried  to  Uie  former 
Bagley  Jeannie  Tyler  of 
Wagener,  S.C.  They  have  two  children, 
Kelly,  a  senior  in  high  school,  and 
lyier,  a  ninth  grader. 

He  and  his  wife  are  graduates  of 
Furman  University.  He  also  earned 
bachelor  of  divinity  and  a  doctorate 
of  ministry  degrees  from  Southern 
Seminary. 


£ 


First  Church,  Petal,  has  called  Con¬ 
nie  King  and  R.  L.  Hullum  as  bi- 
vocational  staff  members. 

Mrs.  King  is  serving  as  the  director 
of  youth/children’s  choirs  and  ac¬ 
tivities.  She  is  employed  as  a  teacher 
in  the  Petal  School  System.  R.  L. 
Hullum  is  serving  as  minister  of 
music  and  adult  activities.  He  is 
owner  of  the  Hullum’s  Home  and  Auto  ^ 
store  in  Petal.  W.  A.  Fordham  is 
pastor. 

Jack  Price  is  the  new  pastor  at 
First  Church,  Fairhaven. 

Erk  Barrom  is  the  new  minister  of 
musk  at  First  Church,  Olive  Branch. 

Jim  Harris  has  resigned  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  ministry  center  of  the  North 
Delta  Association.  He  is  entering  the 
pastorate  full  time  at  Holl>’wood 
Church,  Rt.  2,  Sledge. 


Senior  Adult  Corner 

'  Senior  Adults  for  Area’iV  willtn^t  resource  persons.  Reservations  for 
at  Lake  Tiak  OTChata,  Louisville,  lunch  may  be  obtained  by  pre- 
April  5,  9:30  a.m.-2;30  p.m.  tor  area  registering  with  W.  Levon  Moore,  Box 
rally  with  the  theme,  “New  Dimen-  246,  Kosciusko,  MS  39090,  or  phone 
sions  for  Senior  Adults.”  J.  Claric  289-6059. 

Hensley  and  W.  Levon  Moore  are 


Thursday,  March  24.  1988 
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Revival  dates 


'  Trial  by  poison 

Rose  Young,  a  woman  from  the 
Sasstown  area  of  Liberia,  wears  white 
powder  on  her  face  to  show  that  she  has 
survived  a  "sassywood  trial.” 

Residents  of  the  area  use  a  poisonous 
drink,  made  from  tree  bark,  to  determine 
a  person  innocent  or  guilty  of  hatming 
another  through  witchcraft.  The  few  who 
live  are  judged  inrtocent. 

Southern  Baptist  missionary  Rita  Smith 
carries  the  gospel  to  the  villages  of  the 
Sasstown  area. 


Malmaison  (Carroll):  March  23-25; 
7:30  p.m.;  Tbmmy  Clark,  speaker. 

Newhebron.  (Lawrence):  March 
27-31;  10; 55  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  on  Sun¬ 
day,  7  p.m.  nightly,  Mon.-Thurs.;  Bill 
Penley,  Asheville,  N.C.,  preaching; 
Jim  Armstrong,  First,  Nettleton, 
music;  S.  A.  “Sonny”  Adkins,  pastor. 

Providence,  Grenada:  Mar.  27 -Apr 
3 ;  services  each  night  at  7 : 30 ;  Easter 
Sunday,  the  presentation  of  the  Can¬ 
tata,  "Hallelujah!  What  a  Savior"  wilK 
conclude  the  revival ;  Qyde  C.  Rogers, 
pastor,  will  conduct  services;  James 
Bolen,  minister  of  music,  will  lead 
singing. ' 

.  l,ongview  (Oktibbeha):  March 
30-April  2;  7:30  p.m.;  Randle  Poss, 
pastor.  First,  Maben,  evangelist; 
special  music  led  by  Dudley  Brasher; 
Elaster  muskal,  Sunday  morning, 
April  3,  11  a.m.;  James  Hutcherson, 
pastor. 

Calvary,  PeUi:  April  3-6;  Sunday 
services,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  C.  B.  Raley,  Florida, 
evangelist;  W.  C.  Rainey,  Petal, 
music;  Phil  T.  Harris,  pastor. 


.Antioch.  Brandon:  March  27-30; 
Laverne  Summerlin,  pastor,  Copper- 
ville,  Morton,  evangelist;  Su^n  Hor¬ 
ton,  music  evangelist;  Larry  Duncan, 
pastor  ,  j 

Park  Place,  Brandon:  March  27-31; 
Sunday,  regular  services,  Mon.-Thurs., 

7  p.m.;  Cliff  Estes.  Shreveport.  La., 
evangelist;  Ray  Jones,  LaPlace,  La., 
music  evangelist;  Bobby  William^m, 
pastor. 

Union  .South  (Covington):  March 
27 -April  1;  services.  11  a  m.,  7  p.m., 
Sunday  and  7  p.m.  each  week  night; 
to  be  led  by  Mike  and  Annette  Racey. 
foreign  missionaries  to  Chile;  McKay 
Pearce,  Purvis,  music;  Murphy 
Wilson,  youth  director. 

Mount  Vernon  (Holmes):  March  25, 
26,  27,  each  evening  at  7:30;  Jerry 
Bishop,  Durant,  First,  visiting 
minister. 

First  Purvis:  March  27-31 ;  services 
at  7:15  p.m.;  evangelist.  Dean 
Register,  pastor.  First  Church, 
Gulfport;  music  evangelist,  Benji 
Harlan, ''minister  of  music,  Em¬ 
manuel  Cliurch,  Shreveport;  Jack 
Albritton,  pastor. 


Friday  and  Saturday 
April  8-9,  1988 


#  STAIt  % 

SUNDAY  SCHT]® 

M  CONVENTION  m 


Alta  Woods  Baptist  Church 
168  Colonial  Drive,  Jackson 


».  CENeRAL  OFFICERS  /  PASTORS _ 


Satellite  parking  available  at  Alta  Woods  Presbyterian  Church,  Alta  Woods  Methodist  Church  and  Jackson  Square  Shopping  Center.  (Shuttles  to  Alta  Woods  Baptist  Church). 


Hk 
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Clarke  Singers  will  tour 

I 

The  Clarke  College  Singers,  directed  by  Clark  Adams,  will  begin  their  14th  an¬ 
nual  tour  on  April  8.  The  tour  will  include  performances  in  church  worship  services 
in  several  churches  throughout  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Florida  concluding  with 
a  trip  to  Disrtey  World.  The  Singers  group  consists  of  students  from  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  Florida  and  Alaska.  They  are  active  in  television  programs,  banquets,  con¬ 
ventions,  conferences  and  on-campus  programs.  They  are:  Front  row  (from  left):  Janea 
Saveli,  Linden,  Ala.,  Kimberly  Puckett,  Magee;  Carol  Ann  Adkins,  Philadelphia;  Mis¬ 
ty  Smith,  Newberry,  FL;  Lisa  Fletcher,  Calhoun  City;  Rhonda  Oney,  Nikiski,  Alaska; 
Back  row:  Prian  Panell,  Newton;  Tim  Johnson,  Raleigh;  Tony  Hickman,  Vicksburg. 
The  group  is  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Marian  Thornton,  director  of  Clarke  College's  Piarto 
Preparatory  Program  •  - 


(Z^DevoUorml^ 

The  judgement  seat  of  Christ 

By  Kara  Blackard 
II  Cor.  5:10 

The  judgement  seat  of  Christ  will  occur  following  the  rapture  of  the  church. 
It  is  obvious  that  this  judgement  will  not  be  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
a  person’s  salvation.  Only  the  redeemed  will  be  present.  The  judgement  seat 
of  Christ  is  a^time  of  judgement  on  the  works  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  and  the  giving  of  rewards  for  those  works  that  stand 
the  test  by  fire. 

One  of  the  greatest  incentives  to  holy  living  ought  to  be 
the  knqwledge  that  one  day  we  must  stand  before  the  King 
of  Glory  and  give  account  to  him.  Notice  some  things  about 
this  judgement. 

I.  The  Fact:  Paul  said  “we  must.”  That  is,  there  is  no 
breaking  this  appointment  with  God.  This  is  something  that 
we  must  do.  Many  times  in  this  world  someone  will  com- 
Blarkard  g  violent  crime  and  yet  never  be  brought  to  judgement. 

1  remember  an  occasion  where  a  woman  confessed  to  killing  her  husband 
and  yet  a  legal  technicality  set  her  scot-free.  There  will  be  no  loopholes  at 
the  judgement  seat  of  Christ. 

Not  only  did  Paul  say  we  must,  but  he  said  we  must  “all.”  That  is  a  sober¬ 
ing  thought.  Every  one  of  us  will  give  account  for  what  we  personally  did. 
Sometimes  folk  get  disgruntled  and  quit  on  God  because  of  some  offense  that 
came  their  way.  It  is  amazing,  but  true,  that  multitudes  are  but  one  offense 
away  from  quitting  church!  However,  as  a  Christian  matures  and  grows 
spiritually,  he  becomes  increasingly  aware  that  our  goal  in  life  is  to  please 
our  Lord!  Those  who  live  in  light  of  coming  judgement  will  find  themselves 
becoming  more  responsive  to  the  Lord  and  less  and  less  responsive  to  the 
things  that  would  hinder. 

II.  The  F'ire;  I  Cor.  3;  13  says  our  works  will  be  tried  by  fire.  There  are  only 
two  kinds  of  works.  Those  composed  of  wood,  hay.  and  stubble.  And  those  of 
gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones. 

The  wood,  hay,  and  stubble  represent  works  of  the  flesh.  It  does  not  matter 
how  beautiful  they  may  appear  at  first.  Soon  their  beauty  fades  and  their  value 
IS  lost.  What  is  even  worse,  they  will  be  burned  at  the  judgement  seat  of  Christ 
and  lost  forever. 

The  gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones  represent  works  and  service  led  by 
the  Spirit  of  God.  They  do  not  deteriorate  with  time,  nor  does  their  beauty 
fade.  At  the  judgement  seat  of  Christ,  they  will  pass  the  test  of  fire  and  bless 
us  tor  all  eternity.  How  careful  we  must  be  to  do  all  that  we  do  as  unto  the 
Lord.  Let  me  illustrate  Recently,  a  pastor  was  voted  out  of  his  church  In  com¬ 
ing  days  he  was  heard  to  say  again  and  again.  “I  gave  those  people  the  best 
years  of  my  life."  Someone  hearing  him  said,  “What  a  shame  that  he  didn’t 
give  those  years  to  the  Lord  and  noM'  it  wouldn't  be  lost!" 

III.  Finish:  Paul  said.  “If  any  man's  work  shall  abide,  which  he  hath  built 
thereupon,  he  shall  receive  a  reward”  (I  Cor.  3:14).  The  judgement  seat  of 
Christ  is  the  grand  finale  to  earthly  service.  That  is.  it  is  the  payday  for  all 
we've  done.  After  this  judgement  we  will  never  be  able  to  win  another  soul, 
encourage  another  brother,  or  be  a^blessing  to  ^nieione  whois  hurting.  It  has- 
truthfully  been  said.  “It's  now  or  never.”  May  God  help-us  so  to  live  for  Jesus 
that  when  we  cross  the  finish  line  of  eternity,  God  can  say  “Well  done.” 

Kara  Blackard  Is  pastor,  Wheeler  Grove  (Alcorn). 
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‘The  man 
who  died 
in  my  place 

(Continued  from  page  2) 
the  gashes  where  the  whip  had  cut.  He 
could  see  the  blood  oozing  as  the 
man's  muscles  worked  to  carry  the 
cross.  On  his  head  was  a  mass  of 
thorns  formed  into  a  circle  and  crush¬ 
ed  upon  his  head.  One  had  pierced  the 
skin  almost  to  his  eyebrow.  It  was 
ghastly!  Globs  of  spit  still  clung  to  his 
face.  The  hide  had  been  ripped  off 
where  they  had  plucked  his  beard 
Blood  ran  down  into  his  eyes.  He  had 
never  seen  such  cruelty. 

Barabbas  followed  the  crowd  and 
watched  as  they  compelled  a  stranger 
to  help  carry  the  cross  to  the  top  of  the 
hill.  Barabbas  wanted  to  leave  but 
couldn’t.  He  had  to  see  what  would 
happen  when  they  reached  the  top  of 
the  hill. 

He  was  breathless  as  he  reached  the 
top.  He  was  surprised  to  see  his  two 
friends  already  hanging  on  crosses. 
He  could  tell  they  were  in  mucKpain. 
On  the  ground  there  was  another 
-cross.  On  it  they  placed  the  fanatic, 
Jesus.  The  soldiers  delighted  the 
crowd  when  they  took  spikes  and 
fastened  his  hands  and  feet  to  the 
wood.  It  took  several  of  them  to  raise 
the  cross.  The  man's  weight  made  it 
difficult  to  lift.  His  weight  pulled  at 
the  spikes.  Blood  poured!  At  last  the 
cross  fell  into  the  hole  with  a  thud. 

Barabbas  backed  into  the  crowd. 
None  seemed  to  notice  how  he  smell¬ 
ed.  He  could  smell  himself.  For  a  mo¬ 
ment  he  was  gripped  with  fear.  What 
they  were  doing  to  this  man  th^^  could 
have  been  doing  to  him. 

Barabbas  decided  to  leave  before 
the  crowd  changed  its  mind  about 
him.  He  would  go  into  the  desert 
where  he  knew  he  had  friends.  He 
might  even  go  beyond  Jordan.  He 
thought  to  himself  as  he  walked  back 
toward  the  city,  “It’s  a  shame  they  kill¬ 
ed  that  innocent  man  —  but  better  he 
than  me!”  He  thought  to  himself,  a 
good  bath,  a  go(xl  meal,  a  woman,  a 
bottle  of  wine  would  lift  his  heavy 
spirit.  As  he  disappeared  into  the  ci¬ 
ty  his  mind  wondered  back  to  a  scrip¬ 
ture  once  read  to  him  by  his  father, 
Isaiah  53:4-5-6;  “Surely  he  hath  borne 
our  griefs,  and  carried  our  sorrows ; 
yet  we  did  esteem  him  stricken,  smit¬ 
ten  of  God  and  afflicted.  But  he  was 
wounded  for  our  transgressions,  he 
was  bruised  for  our  iniquities;  the 
chastisement  for  our  peace  was  upon 
him,  and  with  his  stripes  we  are  heal¬ 
ed.  All  we  like  sheep  have  gone 
astray;  we  have  turned  every  one  to 
his  own  way,  and  the  Lord  has  laid 
upon  him  the  inquity  of  us  all.” 

Copyright  1988;  Alvis  K.  Cooper 

Alvis  K.  Cooper  is  pastor.  West  Cor¬ 
inth  Church,  Corinth. 

Deadline  approaches 
for  WMU  conference 
at  Ridgecrest 

The  deadline  for  making  reserva¬ 
tions  to  go  on  the  state-sponsored  trip 
to  Ridgecrest  for  the  WMU  Con¬ 
ference  is  March  29.  Mississippi  WMU 
is  sponsoring  a  plane/bus  trip  to  the 
conference  at  a  cost  of  $525  per  per¬ 
son.  The  dates  of  the  conference  are 
July  2-8,  1988 

Interested  women  may  contact  the 
WMU  Department,  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205,  968-3800 


YEAR  OF  THE  LAITY  IN 
EVULNGEUSM  AND  DISCIPLESHIP 

Is  Ybur  Association  Ready  to . . . 

•  Train  Christians  to  be  soul  winners 

•  Win  the  lost  to  Christ 

•  Increase  awareness  of  the  lost 

•  Locate  and  cultivate  the  lost  in  your  area 

•  Increase  the  potential  for  reviv^? 

Get  Ready  Now! 

Conduct  an  ASSOCIATIONAL  LAY  EVANGELISM  SCHOOL  in 
1988  to  certify  pastors  key  lay  leaders  to  teach  LES.  In 
preparation .  .  . 

•  Set  a  date  for  the  schocd 

•  Select  the  host  church  to  conduct  the  LES 

•  Enlist  every  pastor  and  other  key  lay  leaders 
in  yoiu*  association  for  training 

•  Get  a  conunitment  from  each  church  to 
conduct  a  Lay  Evangelism  School  in  the 
spring  of  1989.  c 

1988  Goal:  Conduct  600  associational  LESs 

1989  Goal:  Conduct  90,000  local  church  LESs 

1989  Year  of  the  Laity  Goal: 

Win  500,000  lost  to  Christ 

,Ftar  further  infonnatian,  oontact  your  elate  director  oi  Evangelism 
'or  the  Beracmal  Evangelism  Department  *  Hmne  Mission  Board, 

SBC  •  1350  Spring  StreeL  NW  •  Atlanta,  GA  30367-5601. 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation  of  offers 
to  buy  any  of  these  securities.  The  offering  is  made  only  by  Prospectus. 

$104)00,000 

HOME  MISSION  BOARD  OF  THE 
SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 

Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds 

SERIES  C 

MINIMUM  PURCHASE  —  $500.00 

Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  along  with  other 
available  funds  of  Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  used  to 
make  direct  loans  to  Baptist  churches  affiliated  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  financing  of  sites  and 
the  construction  of  buildings  in  keeping  with  the  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust  emphasis  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Interest  on  the  Bonds  will  be  payable  semi-annually.  The 
Bonds  will  be  offered  with  maturity  dates  varying  from  six 
months  to  fifteen  years  and  the  interest  rate  will  vary  from 
8.5%  to  10.5%  depending  upon  the  maturity  date  as  set 
forth  in  the  Prospectus. 

Copies  of  the  Prospectus  may  be  obtained  by  calling 
1-800-HMB-Bond  or  writing  the  broker-dealer  servicing  bond 
issue: 

CITIZENS  AND  SOUTHERN 
SECURITIES  CORPORATION 
ATTENTION:  COMPLIANCE  DEPARTMENT 
33  North  Avenue,  NE 
18th  Floor 

Atlanta,  Georgia  30308-0216 


Name.  _  _ _  _ _ _ _ 

Address  .  _  _  _ 

City _ _  _ _  State _ Zip _ 

SERIES  C  BONOS  AVAILABLE  THROUGH  APRIL  30,  1988 


Just  for  the  Record 


The  Christian 
Alternative! 


Woodland  Hills 
Bai>tist  Acadeiny 


5055  Manhattan  Road 
Jackson,  MS  39236 
366-9494 


Don  Stanfill  is  the  interim  pastor  Healso  serves  as  the  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions  for  the  Lafayette  and  Marshall  Associations 
Pictured  are  (left  to  right)  front  row,  Ken  Bray  (chairman  of 
deacons),  Stanfill.- and  Bain;  middle  row^  Sid  Wolfe.  H  J. 
Wingd.  Dwight  Sparks,  Rabon  GuNick.  N  D  Logan.  Mrs.  N 
D.  Logan,  and  Sonny  Grantham;  tsack  row.  Bob  Dowdy.  W  L. 
Thompson,  Paul  James,  Maurice  Tubbs,  Tom  Patton,  Loy 
Brown,  Hosey  Locke,  and  Charlie  Leake. 

Pocahontas  Chiirch,  Hinds  County, 
which  burned  Sept.  10, 1987,  has  sign- 
ed  a  contract  to  rebuild  with  Corkern 
Construction  Company.  The  re- 
building  was  slated  to  begin  March  21. 
The  new  sanctuary  and  educational 
building  will  both  be  larger  than 
.  before.  The  congregation  is  meeting 

j  at  the  Stringer  Funeral  Home  in  Clin- 
V  ^  ]  ton.  Dolton  Haggan  is  pastor. 


North  Oxford  Chuich^Lafayette  Associatlort)  held  a  note¬ 
burning  servtee  oh  Peb.  PI,  In  celebration  6»  retjring  the  debt 
on  its  sanctuary.  The  sarictuary  was  completed  in  ^ril,  1974. 

Former  pastor  Jim  BafoV  now  pastor  of  Istrouma  Church'.in 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  was  the  s^ial  guest  speaker  for  (he  morn¬ 
ing  service.  Members  df  the  buHdirtg  committee,  thefinartce 
committee!  the  trustees,  and  the  deacons  were  recognized 
Foilowina  the  service  the  congregation  had  dinner  on  the 
grounds.  '  ‘ 


SATELLITE  NETWORK.  INC. 


Effectiva  llaich  1,  1988 


TUESDAY 


Mrs.  Lee  Elkin,  First  Church, 
Starkville,  who  is  92  years  old  points  to 
the  block  that  she  made  for  the  MWU 
Centenrkal  Quilt. 


AVAILABLE  IN  THESE  AREAS 


Bran<Jon/P#ari  Rankin  County  Cabla  Ch  35 

Bay  Springt  Video  Inc  Ch  15 

Bruce  WWcofBruce  Cable  Ch  0 

W07BN  Low  Ponner  TV  Ch  7 

Calhoun  Antenna  Ch  4 

Warner  Amex  Cable  Ch  10 

McCewCeble  Ch  15 

Broadband  Cable  Ch  17 

Ch  M 

Comcaal  Cable  Ch  31 

0  A  Cable  Ch  6 

Laurel  Community  Cable  Ch  10 


Far  information  contact 


Calhoun  City 

Qavaland 

Graamnlie 

HoHandala 

Jackaon 

Mandian 

Hattiaaburg 

Laurel 


Farrell  Btankanship 
Miaa  Bapiisi  Conv  Bd 
P  O.  Bok  530 
Jackaon.  MS  30205 


names  in  the  news 


FORT  WORTH,  Tteias  (BP)  - 
Three  Southerp  Baptist  musicians 
were  honored  Feh  18  by  Southwestern 
Seminary  for  their  contributions  to 
church  music. 

The  three  were  recognized  at  an 
honors  luncheon  during 
Southwestern’s  36th  annual  Church 
Music  Workshop.  The  hon(M«es  are 
Virginia  Seelig,  associate  professor  of 
voice  emeritus  at  Southwestern;  Clif¬ 
ford  Holcomb,  former  specialist  in' 
music  promotion  and  associational 
work  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday 
-  School  Board;  and  Mabel  Sample, 
professor  of  music  at  Westminster 
College  in  New  Wilmington,  Pa. 

Victor  Ray  Ward,  pastor  of  Tish¬ 
omingo  Chapel  Church,  Corinth,  has 
been  awarded  the  A.  Min.  degree  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Center  for 
Biblical  Studies,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


Willi  ai, 

A-si"  -4';  vf .  i  *  r  i-  - 


Pictured  are  Eddie  Ruddick  and  Clarke 
College  student,  Mr*.  Kitty  Killen,  who 
will  be  representing  Clarke  for  Higher 
Education  Appreciation  Day  —  Working 
for  Academic  Excellertce  (HEADWAE), 
sponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Association 
of  Independent  (DoNeges  on  April  19,  at  the 
state  Capitol.  This  event,  which  will  be 
observed  on  an  annual  basis,  will 
recognize  and  publicize  one  faculty 
member  and  one  student  from  each  ac¬ 
credited  non-profit,  non-sectarian  college 
or  university  in  Mississippi.  Ruddick  is 
chairman  of  the  Department  of  Religion 
at  Clarke  College.  Mrs.  Killen  is  a 
sophomore  at  Clarke  whose  field  of  in¬ 
terest  is  science. 

OLD  FORT,  N.C.  (BP)  -  Roscoe  AI 
Lolley,  87,  father  of  W.  Randall  Lolley, 
president  of  Southeastern  Seminary 
in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  died  here  March' 
5  after  a  long  illness. 


New  Hope  Church,„Aee  County, 
licensed  Andy  Dozier  to  the  gospel 
ministry.  Pictured  are  Dozier,  left,  and 
Rickey  Blythe,  pastor.  Dozier,  a 
sophomore'at  Tupelo  High  School,  plans 
to  attend  Blue  Mountain  College  aker 
graduation. 


,  Pictured  (left)  is  Dan  Howard,  pastor  of 
Woodville  Church,  Woodville,  as  he 
presents  a  Certificate  of  License  to 
Christopher^  Sean  Wheeler,  who  has 
recently  surrendered  to  preach.  Chris  is 
the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifford  Wheeler 
^  of  Woodville.  He  is  presently  attending 
William  Carey  in  Hattiesburg. 

RICHMOND,  Va.  -  Robert  E. 
Shoemake,  44,  will  succeed  retiring 
Homer  Beaver  July  1  as  executive 
assistant  to  the  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Fpreign  Mission 
Board.  ' 

Fred  D.  Howard  is  the  writer  of  the 
Bible  Book  Study  Conifmntary,  Sun¬ 
day  School  quarterly  fp?  teachers,  on 
Matthew  (Part  i),  for  April,- May, 
June,  1988.  Howard,  native  of-fHilton, 
Miss.,  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  C^- 
lege  and  has  a  doctoral  degree  from 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  has  serv¬ 
ed  as  pastor  in  Q/IissWippi  and  Loui¬ 
siana  and  is  now  professor  of  religion 
and  Greek  and  chairman  of  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Christian  Studies  at  Wayland 
Baptist  University,  Plainview,  Texas. 


Missionary  news 


Irvin  and  Annette  Acree,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Uruguay  since  1966,  have 
resigned  from  missionary  service. 
The  Foreign  Mission  Board  approved 
their  resignation  at  its  February 
meeting.  They  served  as  teachers  in 
Montevideo,  Uruguay.  Both  are 
natives  of  Poguo^,  Va.  They  may  be 
addressed  at  Rt.  2,  Box  156, 
Ruckersville,  VA  22968. 

Dot  Emmons,  missionary  to  l>in- 
'zania,  has  completed  furlough  and 
returned  to  the  field  (address;  P.  0. 
Box  1240,  Moshi,  Itazania).  A  native 
of  Mississippi,  she  was  bom  in  Lake. 

Wayne  and  Florence  Frederick, 
missionaries  to  Guadeloupe  since 
1969,  have  resigned  from  missionary 
service.  The  Foreign  Mission  Board 
approved  their  resignation  at  its 
February  meeting.  He  was  a  general 


-  evangelist  and  she  was  a  church  and 
home  worker.  He  is  a  native  of  Shan¬ 
non,  Miss.  The  former  Florence 
Blush,  she  was  born  in  New  Orleans, 
La.,  and  grew  up  in  Edwards,  Miss. 
They  may  be  addressed  at  Rt.  2,  Box 
106,  Guntown,  Miss.  38849. 

Frank  and  Jerry  Anne  Pevey,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Ihozania,  have  arrived  in 
Kenya  for  language  study  (address; 
P.  O.  Box  52,  Limuru,  Kenya).  Both 
are  natives  of  Mississippi  and  con¬ 
sider  Skene  their  hometown. 

Mrs.  l.ouie  M.  Ray.  mother  of 
Charles  Ray,  missionary  to  Japan, 
died  Feb.  4  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  his 
hometown.  His  wife  is  the  former 
Mary  Elizabeth  Gilbert  of  Perry 
County,  Miss.  Appointed  by  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1971,  they 
may  be  addressed  at  4-23-13  C%uo- 
Rii^n,  Yamato-shi,  Kanagawa  242, 
Japan. 


Hugh  aiid  Debbie  Redmon,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Venezuela,  have  com¬ 
pleted  furlough  and  returned  to  the 
field  (address;  Apartado  3588,  El 
IVigal,  Valencia,  (^rabobo,  Venezuela 
2002-A),  Son  of  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Costa  Rica,  he  was  bom 
in  Jackson.  Miss.,  and  considers  San 
Jose,  Costa  Rica,  his  hometown. 
Daughter  of  missionaries  to  the  Ivory 
Coast,  she  was  bom  in  Fort  Worth, 
Ibxas,  and  considers  Abidin,  Ivory 
Coast,  her  hometown. 

Dickie  and  Dee  Nelson,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Venezuela,  have  com¬ 
pleted  language  study  in  Costa  Rica 
and  arrived  on  their  field  of  service 
(address;  Apartado  27,  Barianas, 
Venezuela  5201-A)  He  was  born  in 
Newton,  Miss.  The  former  Diana 
(Dee)  Jennings,  she  was  bom  in 
CJhickamauga,  Ga. 


Clarke  sets  Panther  Day  for  high  schoolers 


Clarke  College,  Newton,  is  holding 
“Panther  Day”  April  9.  This  day  is  set 
aside  to  provide  high  school  students 
a  chance  to  see  life  on  the  Baptist 
campus.  '  • 

The  day  begins  with  registration  at 


9;30.  A  program  begins  at  11  in  the 
Fine  Arts  Building  with  music  by  the 
Clarke  College  Singers.  Lunch  will  be 
served  at  noon. 

At  1  p.m.  the  students  will  be  given 
admissions  and  financial  aid 


9  a.m.,  and  get  acquainted  time  at  information. 


And  at  2  pm.,  the  students  will  be 
seeing  a  baseball  game  between 
Clarke  alumni  and  the  current  (Harke 
Panthers. 

For  more  information,  phone 
Clarke  at  683-2061. 


Ridgecrest  Annuitants' 
CoiSerence 

May  2-6, 1988  ** 

Mail  ReservalioRS  ip: 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference 
Center 

Box  128,  RidBecrest, 

North  (^aroima  28770 
Total  Chsi:  $114.60  each  — 

2  per  room 

Registration  $18.00  per  person  — 
Applies  to  total  cost 
Annuky  leanl,  SMtbem  Baptist 
Cooveatioa 

Windermere  Annuitants' 
Conference 

Octo^  5-7, 1988 

Mail  Reservations  to: 

Windermere  Baptist  Assembly 
State  Road  AA. 

Roach,  Missouri  65787 
Total  Cost:  $93  00  each  — 

2  per  nxxn 

Registration  $10.00  per  person  — 
Applies  to  total  cost 
Annuity  Board,  Southern  Baptist 
Convention 


1988 
Southern  Baptist 
Convention 

from  San  Antonio’s 
Henry  Gonzales 
Convention  Center 
June  1 4-1 6 


YOU  STILL  HAVE  TIME  to  subscribe  to  BTN 
and  have  your  equipment  installed.  Plus, 
when  your  church  subscribes  to  BTN  for  five 
years,  the  Sunday  School  Board  will  give  you 
over  $1,000  worth  of  FREE  receiving  equip¬ 
ment’ 

Beat  the  crowds  Avoid  the  housing  crunch. 
And  enjoy  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
with  the  rest  of  your  church  members— on 
BTN. 

For  more  information  on  subscribing  to  BTN. 
write  or  call 


127  Ninth  Avenue.  North 
Nashville.  Tennessee  3 7234 
(615)  251-2283 


The  challenge  of  the  cross,  symbol  of  Christianity 


By  Jimmy  G.  McG«e 
MaUhm»  27:ll-5« 

The  cross  is  the  symbol  of  Christianity.  It  is 
the  centerpoint  of  God’s  message  to  be  receiv¬ 
ed  and  proclaimed.  In  the  foreground  of  the 
cross  is  the  empty  tomb  of 
the  resurrection.  The  cru¬ 
cifixion  of  Jesus  challenges 
us  to  accept  his  sacrifice  for 
our  sin  and  to  commit  our 
lives  to  him. 

Look  at  the  cross  and 
study  it  carefully.  ^From 
God’s  standpoint,  the  cross 
is  true  to  God’s  Word  and  the 
McGee  fulfillment  of  its  promise.  It 
is  the  human  carriage  of  divine  justice  —  justi¬ 
fying  sinful  man.  It  is  the  perfect,  once  and  for 
all,  sacrifice  for  man’s  reconciliation  with  the 
Father.  “Greater  love  has  no  man  than  this,  that 
a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends”  (John 
15:13). 

From  man’s  standpoint,  the  cross  is  an  ex¬ 
posure  and  outworking  of  sin  and  sinfulness.  It 
is  a  miscarriage  of  human  justice  and  a  waste 
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of  humanitarian  goodness.  But  to  all  who 
believe,  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation. 
“For  the  message  of  the  cross  is  foolishness  to 
those  who  are  perishing,  but  to  us  who  are  be¬ 
ing  saved,  it  is  the  power  of  God”  ( I  Cor.  1:18.) 

The  Roman  crucifixion  was  a  cruel  and  ex¬ 
cruciating  way  to  die.  It  was  normally  a  slow 
death  with  the  victim  dying  of  strangulation. 
Jesus  endured  so  much  trauma  prior  to  his 
crucifixion,  and  his  death  came  at  the  time  of 
six  hours  on  the  cross.  Three  of  those  hours 
were  in  darkness,  affording  some  mercy  from 
the  blazing  sun  and  covering  for  his  nakedness. 
His  death  on  the  cross  was  real.  “My  God,  why 
hast  thou  forsaken  me?”  (verse  41)  are  the  on¬ 
ly  words  of  Jesus  from  the  cross  recorded  by 
Matthew.  Surely  they  declare  the  awful  agony 
of  separation  by  sin  from  the  Father. 

One  can  view  the  scene  of  Jesus’  cross  bear¬ 
ing  as  an  extreme  miscarriage  of  justice  and 
shudder  at  its  exposure  of  human  depravity  and 
miss  its  blessing  altogether. 


We  see  Jesus  and  are  moved  with  sympathy 
for  him,  an  innocent  victim,  wrongly  accused 
and  executed  as  though  he  were  a  criminal. 

We  see  Pilate  and  are  moved  w  ith  disgust  for 
him.  Pilate,  convinced  of  Jesus’  innocence  and 
manipulating  to  release  him,  made  the  coward¬ 
ly  choice  of  political  expediency. 

We  see  Jewish  officials  and  the  Sanhedrin 
representing  the  religious  crowd  of  scribes, 
Pharisees,  and  Sadducees,  and  we  are  moved 
w  ith  indignation  for  them.  This  misguided  zeal 
for  God  and  jealousy  of  Jesus  exposes  that  their 
“sincere  faith”  was  not  in  God.  Jesus  had  said, 
“If  (Jod  were  your  Father,  you  would  love  me” 
(John  8:42). 

We  see  Roman  soldiers  and  are  moved  w  ith 
contempt  for  them  as  they  make  sport  in  car¬ 
rying  out  the  execution.  With  a  purple  robe  and 
a  crown  of  thorns,  they  mock  him. 

We  see  a  motley  mob  and  are  moved  w  ith  fear 
as  they  chorus  in  unison.  “He  saved  others; 
himself  he  cannot  save.  If  he  is  the  King  of 
Israel-let  him  now  come  down  from  the  cross, 
and  we  will  believe  him”  (verse  42). 

But  none  of  the  foregoing  “movings”  bring  us 


to  God's  salvatioa  We  must  see  Jesus  in  his  role 
as  Savior  and  believe  him.  Je^  accepted  the 
cross  as  the  Father’s  will  to  accomplish  salva¬ 
tion  for  whosoever  will  believe.  Jesus  gave  up 
his  innocency  when  he  agreed  to  identify  with 
us.  “For  he  made  him  who  knew  no  sin  to-be 
sin  for  us  . . (II  Cor.  5:21).  He  was  numbered 
with  transgressors.  He  was  substituted  for  sin¬ 
ners.  He  died  for  us!  Before  Pilate  he  rendered 
himself  defenseless  as  he  willingly  submitted 
to  the  Father’s  plan. 

Pilate’s  question  is  ours,  “What  shall  1  do  with 
Jesus  which  is  called  (Thrist”  (verse  22)?  Pilate, 
who  inwardly  admired  Jesus,  pphlicly  washed 
his  hands  of  the  whole  affair  of  dealing  with 
Jesus.  It  was  a  tough  spot  for  him,  and  it  may 
be  a  tough  spot  for  us.  The  purpose  of  Jesus’ 
death  is  our  salvation  and  the  salvation  of 
whosoever  will  believe. 

It  is  absolutely  essential  that  we  accept 
Jesus’  work  on  the  cross  as  all  sufficient  for  our . 
salvation,  that  we  believe  on  him  completely, 
and  that  we  commit  ourselves  to  him  unre¬ 
servedly. 

Jimmy  McGee  is  pastor.  First.  Grenada. 


Joseph  reassures  and  instructs  his  brothers 


By  Gayle  Alexander 
Genesis  48:1  to  50:26 

(kxl’s  covenant  blessing  was  the  land  of  Ca¬ 
naan.  Every  experience  here  looks  toward  the 
return  to  the  land  of  promise.  The  burial  of 
Jacob  there,  the  solemn 
preparation  of  Joseph  to 
have  his  bones  carried  back, 
and  everything  associated 
with  these  matters  looked 
toward  the  fulfillment  of  the 
promises. 

Accordingly,  the  pro; 
phecies  concerning  his  sons 
in  49:2-27  look  toward  the 
Alexander  fulfillment  of  the  promises 
in  every  case.  Jacob’s  keen  spiritual  discern- 
;nent  of  their  characters  is  matched  with 
discriminating  distinctions  as  to  their  destinies 
and  the^  are  very  instructive  With  the  divi¬ 
sion  of  Canaan  into  districts  and  the 
assignments  of  allotments,  Jacob  outlined  the 
future  of  God’s  redemptive  program  through 
his  descendants.  Some  observations  of  special 
note  are  in  these  prophecies. 

The  two  sons  of  Joseph,  Ephraim,  and 
Manasseh,  were  elevated  to  the  position  of  be¬ 
ing  sons  of  Jacob,  and  hence,  were  given  a 
child’s  inheriting  part.  In  actuality,  this  gave 


BIBLE  BOOK 


Joseph,  who  did  not  have  an  assignment  of  his 
own,  two  shares  through  his  sons.  Levi,  from 
whom  the  priest  came,  was  not  given  a  share 
in  the  promised  land.  They  were  assigned  cities 
in  all  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  the 
people  in  the  law.  Reuben,  the  oldest  son,  was 
deprived  of  his  birthright  because  of  his 
grievous  sin  of  adultery.  However,  he  was  not 
deprived  of  a  place  among  his  brethren,  but  on¬ 
ly  of  the  leadership. 

Judah  was  given  the  place  of  leadership 
because  of  his  offering  to  suffer  in  Benjamin’s 
stead.  His  rule  over  his  brethren  was  describ¬ 
ed  as  culminating  in  the  coming  of  Shiloh 
(49:10).  This  refers  to  the  Messiah  who  came 
from  the  line  of  Judah.  The  particular  blessing 
upon  Joseph,  represented  in  his  two  sons, 
Ephraim  and  Manasseh.  was  in  terms  of 
economic  wealth  and  prosperity. 

The  study  of  these  prophecies  is  intriguing 
in  light  of  subsequent  history  of  the  tribes. 
Always  the  will  of  the  individual  plays  a  major 
role  in  the  making  of  destiny.  Environment 
plays  one.  But  God’s  grace  plays  the  supreme 
role  where  there  is  a  right  response. 


The  spiritual  blessings  of  Joseph  are  describ¬ 
ed  as  coming  through  his  suffering  and  special 
help  from  God  (49:22-27).  Thus  Jacob  helps  us 
to  understand  that  (Jod  was  watching  over 
Joseph  through  his  days  making  the  dishones¬ 
ty  of  his  brothers  to  develop  his  own  honesty 
(37:2),  making  the  wantonness  of  Potiphar’s 
wife  to  develop  his  purity  (39:7-19),  making  the 
cruelty  of  his  brothers  to  develop  his  own 
forgiveness  and  kindness  (45:4-7),  making  the 
fearful  dependence  of  the  defenseless  to 
magnify  his  magnanimity  (50:15-21). 

Likewise,  Jacob’s  death  (49:33)  looked  to  the 
return  to  the  promised  land.  He  commanded  his 
family  to  bury  him  in  Machpelah  where 
Abraham,  his  father,  was  buried.  This  is  also 
where  he  had  buried  Lejih.  Beloved  Rachel  was 
buried  elsewhere.  A  long  funeral  procession 
found  its  way  to  Israel. 

Can  one  ever  be  sure  he  has  been  forgiven? 
Following  Jacob’s  death  the  brothers  became 
fearful  that  Joseph  would  then  get  his  revenge 
They  sent  a  party  of  two  or  three  to  speak  with 
Joseph  about  it,  using  their  father  as  the  basis 
of  their  appeal.  Then  following  the  messengers 
all  of  the  brothers  came  and  prostrated 
themselves  before  Joseph,  offering  to  be  slaves 
if  he  would  spare  theiralives’.  Joseph  wept.  His 


heart  was  broken  to  think  that  they  were  liv¬ 
ing  in  that  kind  of  fear.  One  wonders  how  Goc 
feels  when  we  refuse  his  forgiveness.  Josepl. 
assured  them  he  was  not  the  executioner  ot 
God’s  wrath  upon  them.  What  a  magnificent 
spirit,  “Ye  thought  it  evil  against  me,  but  Goc 
meant  it  for  good  . : (50:20). 

How  vastly  important  to  forgive  past  hurU 
and  not  allow  bitterness  to  develop  in  one’s  life 
Bitterness  defiles  (Hebrews  12:15).  Forgivenesi 
is  not  easy,  but  it  can  be  very  real.  Tht 
Kingdom  of  God  can  come  throu^  men  like 
Joseph.  Joseph’s  forgiveness  was  demonstratec 
in  his  continuing  the  same  kind  of  protectior 
and  care  to  his  brothers  and  their  families 
(50:21). 

The  Genesis  writer  brought  his  account  to  a 
close  with  Joseph’s  death  (50:22-26).  Here  agair 
the  episode  looks  to  the  return  to  the  land  of  pm 
mise.  Joseph  expressed  his  strong  faith  in  (Joe 
by  saying,  “God  will  surely  visit  you  and  bring 
you  out  of  the  land  unto  the  land  which  he  sweat 
to  Abraham  .  . .”  (50:24).  The  covenant  woulc 
yet  be  fulfilled  and  Joseph  made  them  take  ar 
oath  that  they  would  take  his  bones  back  to  Ca 
naan  for  burial.  Centuries  later,  he  was  reburiet 
in  Shechem. 

Gavie  .-Xlexander  is  pastor.  First,  Tupeio. 


The  way  of  love  — •  there 


is  no  substitute 


By  M.  Dean  Register 

'There  is  no  substitute  for  real  love  We  either 
have  it  or  we  don’t.  Several  years  ago  I  read 
Howard  Hendricks’  book.  Say  it  with  love  — 
don't  fake  it  and  I  was  con¬ 
victed  about  the  lack  of  love 
in  my  own  life.  It  is  easy  to 
talk  or  write  about  love,  but 
to  demonstrate  love  requires 
a  consistent  effort.  Someone 
expressed  this  truth  well 
when  he  said,  “Oh  to  dwell 
with  the  saints  in  heaven 
that  will  be  glory,  but  to  live 
Register  (hem  on  earth,  well, 

that’s  a  different  story.” 

We  cannot,  however,  ignore  the  fact  that  love 
is  the  essential  (piality  that  Jesus  wants  to  see 
in  the  lives  of  his  pe^le.  'The  way  of  Jesus  is 
the  way  of  love  and  we  are  called  to  follow  in 
his  steps. 

'This  Sunday’s  lesson  offers  several  sterling 
insights  about  a  lifestyle  of  real  love. 

First,  the  way  of  love  is  decisive.  Have  you 
observed  in  your  own  heart  that  it  is  convenient 
to  love  someone  who  is  pleasant,  agreeable, 
well-liked,  and  attractive?  Non-Christians  can 
love  like  that,  too.  So  how  are  we  as  believers 
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different?  We  are  different  because  we  decide 
under  the  authority  of  Christ  to  love  the  unlove¬ 
ly.  the  disagreeabfe  and  the  unpleasant  persons 
who  sometimes  make  our  lives  miserable. 
.\uthentic  love  is  more  volitional  than  emo¬ 
tional.  Its  source  is  Christ  instead  of  sentiment. 
Notice  in  John  15:9  that  we  are  called  to  abide 
in  Christ’s  liwe.  The  word  abide  means  “to  re.- 
main”  or  “to  dwell”  and  occurs  in  the  im¬ 
perative  mode.  Consequently,  we  are  com¬ 
manded  to  remain  in  the  love  of  Christ  in  order 
that  we  may  love  one  another.  John  15:10 
reveals  an  interesting  reciprocity  between 
decisiveness  and  devotion.  As  we  exercise  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  commands  of  Christ  we  continue 
to  abide  in  his  love  and  we  experience  abundant 
yay.  (Jn.  15:11) 

Second,  the  way  of  love  is  demonstrative.  The 
Apostle  John  states  that  “(Jod  is  love.”  (I  Jn. 
4:8)  The  word  John  uses  for  love  is  ’agape”  — 
a  self-sacrificing,  demonstrative  love.  In  a 
world  that  thrives  on  substitutes,  this  love  is  the 
only  kind  that  is  genuine  (Jod’s  love  in  us  is  like 
a  fresh  spring  conveying  his  goodness  in  an  ac¬ 


tive  and  demonstrative  way. 

Agape  is  not  only  vertical  in  relation  to  God, 
but  horizontal  in  expression  toward  others  (hn- 
sequently,  John  said,  “If  someone  says  he  loves 
(Jod.  but  hates  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar.”  ( 1  Jn. 
4:20)  Real  love  communicated  (Jod’s  way  walks 
into  the  life  of  others  and  not  away  from  others. 
It  verifies  its  authenticity,  not  by  words  or  feel¬ 
ings,  as  good  as  they  may  be,  but  by  action.  It 
has  been  said  that  a  hand  linked  in  love  with 
Jesus  cannot  make  a  fist  at  a  brother. 

'Third,  the  way  of  love  is  durative.  In  I  Cor. 
12:31  Paul  penned  a  preface  to  his  “love 
chapter.”  He  had  been  dealing  with  the  strife 
and  jealousy  in  the  Corinthian  church  stem¬ 
ming  from  the  misuse  of  the  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Paul  explained  that  love  was  the  best 
way  to  comprdi^  and  measure  spiritual  gifts. 
It  was  in  fact  a  “more  excellent  way.”  The 
Greek  rendering  for  this  phrase  can  be 
translated  as  a  “higher  road”  or  a  “superior 
road.”  This  way  of  love  is  not  a  quick  trip,  but 
a  durative  journey. 

“It  suffers  long."  (I  Ck*  13:4)  'This  particular 
suffering  is  an  elongated  patience  that  behaves 
with  kindness  and  humility.  It  is  a  more  ex¬ 
cellent  way  because  it  is  not  conceited  or 
puffed-up  with  vanity. 


Real  love  does  not  keep  a  score  of  wrong; 
because  it  has  no  association  with  a  grudging 
spirit.  It  does  not  insist  upon  its  rights.  'The  per 
son  who  constantly  focuses  upon  his  own  ri^t- 
and  privileges  is  like  a  person  living  in  a  hous< 
of  mirrors:  he  never  sees  beyond  his  ow. 
reflection. 

Agape  bears  all  things,  believes  all  things 
hopes  all  things,  and  endures  all  things.  ( I  (^ 
13:7)  This  kind  of  love  is  tenacious  and  gritty 
It  attempts  to  believe  the  best  in  a  brothe 
despite  his  flaws.  It  hopes  regardless  of  the  out 
come.  Leon  Morris  contends  that  this  hoping  b 
not  that  of  “an  unreasoning  optimism  whici 
fails  to  take  account  of  reality,  but  a  refusal  b 
take  failure  as  final.”  (First  Epistle  of  Paul  b 
the  Corinthians,  p.  186) 

Furthermore,  this  love  is  so  durative.  'Thi 
Greek  word  for  endure,  “hupomeTiei,”  mean 
triumphant  fortitude.  It  is  a  positive  continua 
tion  and  not  a  negative  resignation.  It  is  the  en 
durance  of  an  athlete  who  continues  to  give  10 
percent  regardless  of  how  hard  he  is  hit  or  hov 
heavily  he  is  out  numbered  by  the  opposition 
'The  way  of  love  never  fails,  tt  didn^  fail  oi 
(Jolgotha’s  hill  centuries  ago  and  it  will  not  fai 
today! 

Dean  Register  is  pastor.  First,  Gulfport. 
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Missionaries  need  help 
to  survive  resignation 

Rv  I>>land  Wi>hh 


/VjlA/’  The  first  step  is  to  try  to  under- 

stand  your  father  and  why  he 
.  ' '  reacts  as  he  does.  Examine  both 

never  says  his  present  situation  and  his  past 

*7  experiences.  Is  he  under  special 

1  m  pressures  at  work  or  in  his  per- 

M.  i/OVe  yCXU/  scmal  life?  Is  he  preoccupied  with 
’  business  w  other  worries?  TVe’re 

not  saying  that  any  of  this  gives 
Question  him  the  right  to infUctall  his  bad 

feelings  on  the  rest  of  the  family. 

My  father  is  a  good  person,  bat  But  if  you  know  the  factors  involv- 
I  don't  think  he  has  ever  once  said  ed  in  the  situation,  you  may  be  able 
“I  love  you”  or  pat  his  arms  aromid  to  come  closer  to  find  some 
me  or  kissed  me.  He'S  that  way  solutions, 
with  my  mother  and  other  family  Second,  reaUze  that  you  can’t 
members  too.  He  acts  like  he  control  another  person  or  dictate 
thinks  we  are  stupid  and  too  bor-  his  acUons-  You  are  not  responsi- 
ing  to  talk  to.  When  he’s  rude  to  ns.  We  for  what  your  father  does  or 


...  •  u  u  *  »  The  percentage  of  loss  by  resigna-  suggestions  for  treatment  at 

Mayte  It  WM  a  joke,  but  ^t  at-  missionaries  is  home,  the  retumedtoionaries  hope 

titude  do«n  t  help  people  who  have  typically  running  around  only  reinforcemedf%rough  caring  sup- 
resigned  from  overs^s  m^iorary  percent  a  year.  Among  non-  Port  and  non-judgmental  attitudes, 

service.  Fortunately,  It  IS  not  typical,  catholic  missionair-sending  a^ies  One  said  he  would  like  members  “to 
accord^io  former  missionaries^  in  the  United  Stat4.  this  “Iw  understand  that  God’s  will  is  not 

r^  Kinded  to  ^rom  ne  ^ouis  R.  necessarily  tied  to  a  geographical 

Coi  imissiM.  the  ^t^m  Baptist  cobbs,  directOT  of  the  Foreign  Mission  location  -  that  one  can  be  free  to 
Foi  >ign  Mission  ^rd  magazine,  guard’s  personnel  selection  depart-  change  places  of  service  as  God  leads 
Rt  Kindents  had  l^n  rmssionanira  ment.  He  draws  the  comparison  after  and  circumstances  change” 
frt  SIX  months  to  31  years;  the 

av«  age  was  7  5  years  direct  contacts  with  numerous  mis-  Another  recalled.  ‘‘By  some  we 

I  It  resigning  is  still  painful  for  sions  agencies.  were  almost  made  to  feel  that  we  had 

me  1.  “The  decision  we  finally  made  Th*  former  missionaries  respond-  failed  God  by  resigning.” 
to  1  esign  was  much  more  difBcult  iuB  offered  suggestions  about  bow  The  board  for  years  has  tried  to  pro- 
than  the  one  to  go  in  the  first  place,”  ~  others  facing  post-  vide  a  means  by  which  returned  mis- 

said  a  missionary  who  spent  15  years  resignation  trauma  —  would  like  to  be  sionaries  might  feel  a  part  of  the  mis- 
jverseas.  A  couple  who  served  four  treated  upon  re-entering  U.S.  culture  sions  family.  This  is  primarily  done 
years  responded:  “We  were  prepared  church  life:  They  want  fellow  through  Foreign  Mission  Fellowship, 
to  f  b,  but  we  were  not  prepared  to  Christians  to  recognize  their  freedom  Reasons  leading  to  missionary 

•ret  m.  It  was  much  harder  to  accept  to  follow  God  s  will  and  change  their  resignation  identified  by  respondents 
thi:  as' God’s  will.”  place  and  type  of  ministry.  Some  reflect  a  wide  range  and  closely  mir- 

•5  any  retOrned  missionaries  would  welcome  help  in  getting  re-  types  identified  by  the  board’s 
r^’irted  positive,  or  at  least  suppor-  «rtablishedin  the  United  States.  ITie  jt^ff  during  years  of  studies.  These 
tivt,  acceptance  by  church  members  '’®st  majority  vnnt  to  keep  on  being  generally  fall  into  three  categories: 
and  others  at  home.  One  man,  now  a  Pu*'f  uf  ff*®  missions  team  by  sharing  physical  or  emotional  health  pro- 
long-tertn  U.S.  pastor  after  11  years  experiences.  blems  of  a  missionary  or  family 

overse2is,  said,  “Never  at  any  time  A  newly  appointed  missionary  member;  frustrations  on  the  field,  in- 
have  we  experienced  negative  moves  through  a  special  program  of  ability  to  adapt,  disappointments, 
responses  from  church  members,  orientation  to  get  ready  to  leave  the  some  lack  of  harmony;  and  a  sense 
fan'  ily  members,  or  colleagues.”  home  culture  and  enter  a  foreign  one  that  God  is  redirecting  their  ministry. 

\ .‘t  one  reported,  “There  was  real  But  there’s  little  orientation  for  one  Leland  Webb  edits  The  Commission 
skepticism  on  the  part  of  many  chur-  coming  back.  Re-entry  shock  is  now  magazine. 


Atlanta  downtown  church 
approves  process  to  move 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Members  of  Sunday  morning  worship  services 
First  Church,  here  have  approved  a  where  the  church  would  relocate  or 
proposal  authorizing  Pastor  Charles  an  expected  sale  price  for  the 
Stanley  and  a  committee  he  will  ap-  downtown  property, 
point  to  negotiate  the  sale  of  their 
downtown  property  and  move  to  the  . 

suburbs.  ' 

Stanley,  a  former  president  of  the  ^ 

Southern  Baptist  Convention,  and  his  rve  «** 

committee  were  asked  “to  proceed  I  ^ 

immediately’’  with  selling  the 

church’s  16  acres  in  the  Peachtree- 

Fifth  Street  area,  and  with  purchas-  _ 

ing  new  property  in  the  suburbs  on  t- 

which  to  build.  ^ 

Only  a  handful  of  members  stood  in 
opposition  to  the  proposal  from  the 
church’s  deacons.  Stanley  estimated  ^  . 

the  total  number  of  people  who  voted  BQ  ^ 

against  the  move  in  two  morning  WOT-  n 

ship  services  March  13  was  less  than  a' 

100.  i' 


Wash  me  .  .  .  and  cleanse  me  from  my  sins.  (Psalm  51:2),  to  reveal  his  Son  in  me  .  .  .  (Gal.  l:IS). 

Christ  revealed  He  p^led  bad  habits;  cleared  rebellion; 

Stripped  temptation’s  hold  on  me; 

I  pasted  kindness,  glued  some  patience.  He  scrubbed  off  fear;  and  bleached  my  sinning 

Ibped  some  goodness  to  my  frame;  That  hid  his  image  constantly. 

I  hung  some  righteousness  and  loving. 

Plastered  gentleness  to  my  name.  It’s  not  the  add-ons  that  can  lift  us. 

Nor  the  patch-up  job  we  do; 

But  removal  of  the  coverings 
Reveal  Christ  living  in  you. 

Fruit-bearing  -e™  je..i  c™™ 

Greenville  . 

I  ast  spring  I  planted  The  flower  seeds  1  planted 

All  kinds  of  garden  seeds  With  beauty  for  my  goal 

With  hopes  that  they’d  furnish  Grew  with  many  colors 
Some  food  to  meet  our  needs.  And  gave  joy  to  my  soul. 


At  the  two  services!^  the  2,600-seat 
sanctuary  was  packed.  Most  voted  in 
favor  of  the  proposal  presented  by 
NOTE:  The  R\I*TIST  RECORD  Guy  MOsier,  chairman  of  the  church's 
rannot  accept  any  new  poems  before  deacons.  . 
some  lime  in  l!iK!i.  This  is  to  give  time  Full  authority  to  negotiate  the  sale 
and  space  to  use  the  large  supply  of  of  the  existing  property  and  purchase 
poems  already  on  hand.  Any  one  w  ho  of  a  new  site  was  given  to  the  eommit- 
submits  a  poem  at  any  time  is  re-  tep  to  be  appointed  by  the  pastor,  llie 
quested  to  enclose  a  stamped,  ad-  committee  was  asked  to  “takeall  re¬ 
dressed  envelope  to  reply  or  return,  quired  action”  and  “execute  all  re¬ 
quired  documents.” 

No  indication  was  given  during  the 
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Staunch  and  soldier-like  each  plant 
Stands  silent  in  the  sod. 

And  with  their  wordless  lips 
With  “fruit”  they  praise  our  God. 


They  came  forth  abundantly 
I  put  their  feet  in  earth. 

I'h^  had  to  stand  right  there. 
Not  run  and  shout  with  mirth 


Orena  W.  Adams 
Calhoun  City 


But  they  can  lift  their  arms 
Upward  toward  the  sun 
And  grow  and  bear  their  fruit 
Before  their  life  is  done. 


March  24,  1988 


Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


